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Six Bible messages that answer 
questions on the Christian and sin... 
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By Dr. John R. Rice 


CHAPTER III 


What Sin Does to the Christian 


Some people who make a very 
easy and glib. claim of “entire 


a ad 


into it; and whoso breaketh an 


“Who slew all these ?”—II Kings 10:9. 


hedge, a serpent shall bite him” 


I do not encourage sin. That is 


pr > Fe, ee ee SS a ee ee et |) 
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of “perfect love,” in which they 
do no sin, berate some of us who 


sanctification” and who say that 
they are in that wonderful state 


preach much ons salvation by 
grace. They say that we “encour- 
age sin.” They say that we preach 
“a sinning religion.” 

No, no! I do not encourage sin. 
I must solemnly tell every Chris- 
tian who reads this that sin is a 
fearful matter. It brings woes and 
troubles unnumbered! Sin never 
paid anybody. It is the most hate- 
ful thing, the most to be feared, 
the most to be despised in all the 
universe of God! I do not encour- 
age people to sin. With all my soul 
I plead with Christians every- 
where to flee from sin, to judge 
sin, to search their hearts daily to 


confess and forsake sin. 


one reason I plead with those who 
foolishly deceive themselves. Some 
people will play down every sin and 
call it simply “a mistake.” They 
fail God in soul winning, they fail 
God in prayer, they omit to do the 
things they know they should do, 
thus they sin. But they call such 
errors simply “mistakes.” They 
hush the voice of conscience, They 
have little compunction when they 
do not win souls. They blatantly 
boast of how much better they are 
than many other Christians, and 
yet in their boasting see no sin. 
I do not encourage sin, I simply 
insist that it is wrong to lie about 
it and wrong to pretend a godlike 
state of perfection which we do 
not have, Any man who has yet 
graying hair, decaying teeth, and 


(Continued on page 4) 


Seventy human heads lay 


in of the gate. Gory sight! But death is a ghastly thing be- 
cause sin is a ghastly thing! And the sins of Ahab and Jezebel 
Dogs had just devoured the 
flesh of Jezebel and lapped up her blood. Now the seventy 
sons of Ahab were slain and their heads piled up for a pulpit 
upon which Jehu was to preach another of his fiery judgment 
sermons! The household of Ahab had walked the paths of 
the destroyer. When Jehu addressed his congregation, he 
pointed at the horrible heap of human heads, shouted, “Who 


were fast overtaking them. 


slew all these ?’’. 


in two heaps at the entering 


David once, in a prayer of con- 
secration, claimed that by God's 
word he had been kept “from the 
PATHS OF THE DESTROYER” 
(Ps. 17:4), then he cried, “Hold 
up my goings in THY paths, that 
my footsteps slip not” (Ps. 17:5)! 

The paths of worldliness are 
always the paths of the destroyer! 


ee MAD 


The SIN-ORAMA of this world 
has slain its millions! 


Worldliness is a killer on the 
loose! 

crushes and destroys its victim, is 
worldliness! 

Worldliness thrills, then kills! 
Fascinates, then assassinates! 
Worldliness is a monstrous thief 
—for worldliness steals virtue, 
power, purity, peace! 


“He that diggeth a pit shall fall 


(Continued on page 11) 


Evangelist Hugh Pyle 


Souls Saved in Holland 


By the Editor 


Again we have a letter from our dear brother and fellow worker, 
Rev, Albert Zijp, in Amsterdam, Holland. Brother Zijp enclosed a nicely 
printed copy of the editor’s booklet, “What Must I Do to Be Saved?” 


in the Dutch language, with attractive cover, size 6% by 4 inches. 
CKET He enclosed a signed decision from one accepting Christ as Saviour, 
LIES I know you will enjoy the letter with us. 
1 Uniform Dear Brother Rice: 
arterlies or oR Tf) T) Tq) 
tanior, Prt: by ev. * csi Haque, . L, This week we received 12,500 
s and full = copies of “What Must I Do to Be 
» Lec “ae > Saved?” in the Dutch language Wat moet ik doen 

hs er spd aa = sic rae SS ene we art a off the Press. One of those goes om gered te worden? 
mak pages, fee eaten | ape ere e 2 herewith, as you see a little dif- deve Dr. Jobs R. Rice 
singly + ferent from the former edition, 
h HIGLEY's but again in nice blue cover with 
stails bs sic ear The Wonder of Its a striking illustration. 
Supplies Thy testimonies are wonderful!” is the enthusiastic out- Construction We are sending 2,500 copies to 
utler, ind. burst of the 129th verse of the 119th Psalm. It has been Now, one of the first things a-| the people on our mailing list ask- 
— echoed from soul to soul through the centuries, for the wonder | bout this Book that evokes our'| ing the unsaved to accept the Lord 

ef the Book grows on us as experience is enlarged. The more | wonder is the very fact of its ex-| and the saved to spread this won- 

deeply we search it, the more we feel that the Bible is not|istence. Any one who has studied|derful booklet of which 10,000 

the history and origin of the Di- 


Bead 


merely a book, but The Book. 


Sir Walter Scott in his dying 
hour asked his son-in-law to read 
to him out of the Book. And when 
Lockhart asked him the question, 
“What book?” the great man re- 
plied, “There is only one Book, 
the Bible. In the whole world it 
is called ‘the Book.’” Yes. All 
other books are mere leaves, frag- 
ments, It alone is the perfect 
Book. It is the eternal Book. It 
is the Voice; all others are merely 
echoes. 


Of course, we all know that 
the Bible literally means the 
Book. It is a translation of the 
Greek title of the Bible, He Bib- 
los; in English, the Book. In the 


Greek New Testament it is the 
first word of the first chapter of 
the first book, Biblos Geneseos, 
which almost might be rendered 
the Bible of Genesis, the Bible of 
the beginning, or origin or source; 
a curious counterpart to the first 
words of the first chapter of the 
Old Testament. It is the Book that 
stands alone; unapproachable in 
grandeur; solitary in splendor; 


mysterious in ascendancy; as high 
above all other books as Heaven 
above earth, as the Son of God 
above the sons of men. Compare 


John 1:1-3; John 3:31; John 17:17. 


vine Word must be overwhelmed 
with wonderment -at the myster- 
ious method of its formation. That 
it ever was a Book, and is today 
the Book of the modern world,: is 
really a literary miracle. Think 
of this. There never was any or- 
der given to any man to plan the 
Bible, nor was there any concerted 
plan on the part of the men who 
wrote, to write the Bible. The 
way in which the Bible gradually 
through the centuries grew, is 
one of the mysteries of time. 
Little by little, part by part, cen- 
tury after century, it came out 
in disconnected fragments and un- 
related portions, written by vari- 


more are available. 

Enclosed .we send a slip of one 
who accepted the Lord by reading 
your booklet. But this is not the 
only one: several times we learn 
of blessing results, but sometimes 
they are told in a long letter which 
takes too long a time to translate 
them in English. Last week a 
brother told me a story. In a town 
a person was very ill and getting 
worse and worse. First your book- 
let was read, next day the patient 
asked again for it, and so they 
read it again and again. This went 
on many times and the Lord bless- 
ed it. 

And now just this morning, I re- 
ceive a letter, telling me nearly 


(Continued on page 9) 


the same story. A woman was very 


ill, and a brother who has not 
many words to speak went to her 
and read your booklet to her. Next 
time he read it again, he prayed 
with her and she found the Lord 
and went home SAVED. Praise 
the Lord! I thought just now while 
we receive this new edition I must 
tell you this blessed results. You 
can be sure there are many more 
of this kind in our country, for 


(Continued on page 3) 
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fine fellow 
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Young People's 


Questions 


Should wife’s parents live with 
young preacher? 


His sweetheart “has_ to 
support parents because 
Father is .an invalid. ‘He 
wants to marry her but.does 
not think that'his salary as 
a preacher will support 
them. He -doubts that the 
parents should live with 
them. | 
(First ‘Timothy 5:4 .says, “But 

if. any widow ‘have — children 
nephews, Het ‘them learn ‘first ito 
shew.-piety’.at ‘home, and ito :re- 
quite their -parents: ‘for ‘that is 
geod and acceptable before God." 
I believe: your ae friend's mother}. 
as ithe same.as a widow since!her 
fhusband ‘is: solar aa and she | 
has no .other means of support: 
I ‘believe the Scripture ‘teaches 
thatther children are responsible |. 
for their mother. 
; ‘The same thing 
Mark 7. Read .verses 
Here Jesus is ‘teaching »that the 
scominand, “Honour thy father and 
thy mother,” should include sup- 
rt for them in their old age. 
* ‘My conclusion is that you should 


' 


‘taught :in}. 


iS 


aqmot marry the girl unless you are 


Willing to take her obligation with 
her. She feels bound to support 
“gn and : she -is -right. 


When one marries, he not only 
arries ‘the .girl ‘but ‘her :family 
fand obligations. ‘If. she’ had. signed 
7a note at'the’ bank,.whenm you mar- 
~ried ‘her vyou would *he ‘responsible 
-wto see that ‘the note «is »paid :off. 
Since she has a-father and-mother 
hom .she »must .support, ‘then :if 
ou: marry her, you are: responsible 


lor seeing «that ‘her ifather and’ 


ther’ are «cared : for. 


+ 31I -<do mot ‘think :it would 


4be any thusiness of any «church 


‘that -might call :you as ‘to 
whether: you supported ther :family 
“jor not..INo. church: can:dictate! how 
Aamany children a:pastor thas, ‘for } 
‘example.If: they could:not support 
that tlarge a family, ‘they could 

ply «call another; pastor. ‘If -you 
dio what(Ged wants \you ‘to-do, !He 

will ' ‘take «care of :you..So ithe :im- 


ms aportantsthing, is‘toifind.outwwheth- 


“er it is the will of God for you 
£0 marry this girl. If it is, He 


expects you to trust Him and as-. 


ume the obligations‘that go with 


~-—@NLAETiage. 


$ 


I ithink »if you .don’t want 


4t, there probably 
who .would be giad 


r 
or 


10 to isd 


wher} 
ith the obligations that go with) 
is some.other 


‘The Printed Page — 
F Its Unique. Ministry 


‘By Vidla ‘Walden 
‘Secretary'to Editor John R. Rice 


tract can widen down the 
‘Great White Throne. 


Yes, the printed; page is:power- 
‘ful. And people are so swayed \by, | 
what they read. Atheistic Com- 
s«munism -supplies its ‘hundred: mil- 
Nien new readers with tons of 
reading matter. In religious propa- 
ganda “Jehovah's Witnesses” can 
‘teach us alla lesson in aggression; 


‘hthey are said tothave.one.of: the 


‘most efficient-systems.of distribu 
tion of ‘literature. But what do 
they .give people? Nothing but 
false doctrine. 

Why are we not as concerned 
to see that people get into their 


Would the unequal yoke apply 
to the marriage of Protestants and 
Catholics? 


‘You asked if the “unequal yoke” 
applies to the marriage of a’Pro- 
testant with a Catholic. Yes, I 
think usually it would apply. The 
average Catholic ‘knows -nothing 
about being born again. Catholics 
believe in church ‘membership, 
confirmation, the .mass, and .con- 
fession; but as far as such a thing 
as conversion, being born again, 
the average Catholic is utterly 
ignorant. I do not mean that no 
|Catholics are Christians. Some of 
them are truly converted, born 
again. Most of them, I fear, are 
not. I believe it would be a serious 
mistake and-a sin against.God and 
+would be certain to cause trouble 
for an earnest Christian to marry 
a Catholic unless the Catholic has 
‘been converted and came -to the 
Night.on the doctrine.of salvation 
enough to be willing to leave the 
Catholic church. 

Even from the practical stand- 
point, it seems certain that a mar- 
‘riage between a sincere Catholic 
and a sincere Protestant is bound 
‘to ‘be unhappy. The ‘Protestant 
would have to vow to bring up the 
children in the Catholic faith. If 
he did not do so, the Catholic 


enough to have the girl that -hepriest.-would refuse to perform the } 


sre take the parents also and 
ake -eare of them. ‘If ‘God does 
notsgive you peace about-it, ther? 
hat seems 'to:me:to indicate ‘that 
the marriage is not*His wil. 


marriage ceremony and would ac-} 
cuse ‘the couple of living:in adul-} 
‘tery. In many, many -cases: which 
{1 ‘know, such mixed marriages 


‘have been very unhappy. 
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The quotation:below isitaken‘from THE MINDIAN CHRIS- 
TIAN magazine, and 'T believe itworthy éfnote: 

In scattering divine literature, we tliberate :thistledown 
Jatien-with precious seed, whith, blown by the winds of the 
Spirit, floats over the world. The printed page never 
flinches, never shows.cowardice; it is :never ‘tempted to 
compromise; -it ‘never : tires, never grows disheartened; it 
‘travels.cheaply,.and .requires no’hired hall; it-works while 
| -we sleep; -it-never-loses its: temper, and-it works:long after 
we are dead. The printed page is a visitor which gets in- 
side the home.and stays there; it always.catches a-man in 
the right mood, for it speaks. to him only when he is read-- 
ing it; it always sticks to what it has said and.never an- 
swers ‘back; and it is bait left permanently in ‘the pool. 

The printed page is deathless; 
but ‘the press.can: ‘produce ‘millions ‘more;.as:dften as it is 
Martyred, it is raised again; the :ripple.started ‘by a given 


you can destroy one, 


eenturies : until it ‘reaches the 


- thelp sinners to Christ, 
— rates: $2.50 .per year, $5 for three years. Canada and 


hhands good iliterature as are “‘Je- 
‘hovah’'s \Witnesses,”’ for example? 

‘Iam deeply : impressed ‘by some 
people who are -eoncerned to 
‘spread THE SSworpD .OF “THE Lorp, 
as evideneed'by these sincere let- 
iters, some of which:may bring a 
ttear ‘to .the.eye, or ;put .to shame 
wsome .of .us who .do .so ‘little to 
spread good Christian ‘literature. 
Take, for :instance, this. letter: 
‘No name was signed, but it was 
postmarked Decatur, Texas, and a 
$5 bill was attached: 


“This $5 was given me for my birthday. 


‘11 need several things to wear, but will 


‘trust God to supply them some other. way. 
Send THE SWORD :to some missionary or 
preacher wha «hasn't the means to get it 
and whois winning the lost to Christ. Will 
wear the old -shees «dewn here and the 
nicer ones up yonder.” 

Mrs. Correll of Strasburg, Ohio 
—hless her dear heart, writes: 

“| ‘have pondered over this question 
until this fast day, but something—! should 
soy Somebody—is telling me, ‘Yes, send 
THE SWORD to others.’ So at midnight this 
30th day of March, | gof up out of bed, 
read-a chapter in John's Gospel, and prayed. 
Not only that,’ but |-picked up THE SWORD 
that | received today and read .. . . Now, 
at 1:00 a.m. | am answering the Voice 
that spoke tome.” 

She enclosed $6 for subscriptions 
to others, 

A funeral director writes: 

“Frankly, Dr. Rice, | had made up my 
mind that ! would be unable to send any 
more .subscriptions ... . But after reading 
your two articles .on ‘Dr. ‘Nels Ferre’s new 
book, “THE SUN AND THE *UMBRELLA, the 
Lord impressed «me -with «the necessity of 
exposing .such sinfidels so that the whole 
world «would ‘know the truth . . . When | 
saw'thernames of 673 souls (saved through 
Sword: literature in one year) that will spend 
}efernity in Heaven :rather than ‘burning 
forever :in Hell, 1 knew ‘the only ; possible 
alternative was stretch « “a point and send 
‘fen: more . 

And. youl: donot know how grate- 
ful.werare to‘this funeral director, 
Mr. W. E. Pegues of Tupelo, Mis- 
sissippi, for stretching a point and 


}sending in more subscriptions, I 
‘ttknow God >was ‘pleased..also -that 


Mr. Pegues sent ‘$15 for other 
subscriptions. 


Don’t you love to be around new 


\converts? How they put some of 


‘us to shame! Here is a word from 
a couple who recently found the 
‘Lord: 

“Last week my wife and | sent in ten 
subscriptions. But the Lord still left our 
‘hearts much burdened «for you. Here are 


-} ten: more. We are both new converts and 
‘| find much happiness in helping through your 


poper fo spread the wonderful Word of 
‘the Lord. A Christian friend subscribed for 
‘the paper after he heard of my conversion, 
-and.we have been much blessed by it.” 

God bless you, Mr. and Mrs. 
‘Waltimyer of Red Lion, Pennsyl- 
Vania. 

Help us spread THE SworpD oF 
THE Lorp. There is nothing like 
‘it-in print to change the lives, to 
and to 
strengthen Christians. I know that 
‘thousands of our readers are mem- 
‘bers of good soul-winning 
churches. But please remember 
that just as many thousands more 
-get THE SWoORD.OF THE .LoRD who 


|.are in a cold modernistic atmo- 


sphere. spiritually week in and 


week out, and scores of unsaved 


‘satisfactory, 


We shall the «grateful ffor ; 
letters. All »mail ifor ‘the editor fi 
should be atidressed ‘to Sword of | 
-the Lord, Wheaton, Illinois. Please 
pray for us earnestly and daily. 


That Lovely Sword Confer- 
ence at Lake Louise! 


Friday, July 8, the. annual Sword 
of the Lord Conferenee on Revival 
and Soul Winning took place at 


in-all; I believe it was the most 
helpful conference 
which we have*thad there in the 
last seven years or so. Every 
available room and bed was taken 
for most of the time. Some people 
stayed in tourist courts away from 
the grounds. More than twenty 
states were represented ‘by Chris- 


stirred for revival, to pray, to 
learn the Word of God, and to 
take part in the Spirit-filled ser- 
vices. Ministers and other .Chris- 
tians came from as far:northeast 


state and Washington,:.D.:C.; from 
Miami in the far southeast; from 
Texas in the far southwest; and 
states all in between. I suppose 
a total of 150 ministers attended 
the conference, besides their fami- 
lies and many other Christian men 
and women and young people. 

Dr. Bob Jones was at his super 
best. Dr. Lee Roberson stirred 
people to prayer and tears and 
holy consecration. Evangelist Bill 
Rice made a strong spiritual im- 
pact, besides adding color and 
sweetness to the program. A new 
speaker greatly appreciated by the 
crowd was Evangelist Walter 
Handford, who spoke three times, 
besides active help inthe prayer 
meetings, and management of the 
conference. The music, under the 
direction of Spirit-filled, golden- 
voiced Dr. Elmer Piper, was the 
best we have ever had. Joanna and 
Joy Rice sang sweet duets in every 
service but one. The ‘Tennessee 
Temple quartet and Professor and 
Mrs. Vick Werner helped greatly 
the last day. 

Approximately three thousand 
subscriptions were turned in or 
promised, ‘The expenses of the 
conference were met happily. 


Only eternity will reveal all 
the transactions made with God 
at this conference. ‘A _ business- 
man in charge of one hundred 
workers came out to ‘the thotée! 
and lake for a day’s vacation, 
stayed for the entire conference, 
quit tobacco, and promised to 
spend the. cigarette*money .on sub- 
scriptions :the:rest of the year! A 
divorced wife promised ‘me and 
God she would go back to her hus- 
band with apologies and love and 


began ‘to seek God's soul-winning 
power and .\vowed to give them- 
selves to ‘this .work above ey very- 
thing else. 


Next Year, July 1-6. Make 
Reservations Now! — | 

We have received definite, writ- 
ten assurance that July 1-6 will 
be reserved for Sword of the 
Lord Conference at Lake Louise 
next year. ‘There is a possibility 
of the conference being sold to a 
denominational group, but we are 
promised that the contract with 
us will be made a part of any 
transaction affecting Lake Louise: 


Rooms for next year are going 
fast. We urge those who have not 
made reservations to write at once 
telling of the class of accommoda- 


From Sunday, July 3, through] 


Lake Louise, Toccoa, Georgia. All-} 


tian workers who came ‘to bey 


as Vermont, as well as New York } 


be reconciled. Two men gave them- |. 
selves to God for full-time evan- 

gelism, seven others surrendered | 
for full-time Christian work. Many [ 


tions desired, and enclosing ‘$1 


| 


~ Notice, 
~ Canadians! 


‘Sel “of ve range wg 


onto, Ontario, Canada. Book 
stores particularly are in- 
vited to deal -direetly with 
these Canadian representa- 
tives. Save time by sending 
your orders directly to.them., 
We.are glad to have the fel- 
lowship of these fine Chris- 
tian people in getting out 
Christian literature in:Can- - 
ada, 


Should 1 Force My 
Child to Go fo 
Sunday School? 


By J. Edgar ‘Hoover 


Shall I make my child go te 
Sunday School and church? Yes? 
And with no further discussion 


about the,matter. Startled? Why? 


How do-you answer Junior when 
he.comes‘to breakfast on Monday 


‘morning and announces to you 


thatshe is not going to school any- 
more? You know! Junior goes. 

How -do you answer when Jun- 
ior comes in very much besmudg- 
ed and says, “I’m not going to 
take a_ bath.” Junior _ bathes, 
doesn’t he? 

Why all this timidity then, in 
the realm of his spiritual guid- 


ance and,.growth?: Going to let him. 


wait.and. decide what church he’ll 
go to.when he’s.old enough? Quit 
your kidding! You didn’t wait unti] 
you were .old enough! You don’t 
wait until he’s old.enough to de- 
cide .whether he wants to goto 
school. or not—to start his educa- 
tion. You don’t wait until he’s old 
enough to decide whether he 
wishes to be clean or dirty, da 
you? Do you -wait until he’s old 
enough to decide if he wants to 
take his. medicine when he is:siek? 
Do you? 

What shall we say .when.Junior 
announces he doesn’t like -to.go to 
Sunday. School and church? That’s 
an easy one to answer. Just bea 
consistent. Tell him, “Junior, in 
our .house, we all go ‘to Sunday 
School and church .and «that in- 
cludes you.” Your firmness and 
example will furnish a’ bridge. over 
which youthful rebellion may 
travel.into rich and. satisfying ex- 


yperience :in personal .réligious liv- 


ing. 

The parents of America can 
strike:a telling blow against the 
forces which contribute ‘to our 
juvenile delinquency, .if our :moth- 
ers ‘and fathers will .take ‘their 
children to Sunday School and 
church regularly. : 
: Exchangé 


Please Mention 
THE SWORD OF THE’ LORD 
When Answering Advertisements 


per person per .week as a reser- 
vation ‘fee. The «rates will "be the 
same as ‘they :were -this year. 


August. Sale—20 % Off Book 
Price, Save ‘Now! 

God has graciously used Sword 
of the Lord literature. We have 
a big stock, need to keep our 
workers busy in the summer, 
Hence the splendid offer of 20% 
discount on all Sword books durs 
ing August announced in this is- 


‘Sue. Please stock up at these sav- 


ings:with any'books you need for 
yourself or for others. Why not 
buy Christmas;presents now? We 
give the space to this matter, 


knowing of the great good the 


books: do. 


people read THE Sworp who never 
darken a church door. Have you 
ever stopped to consider, as did 
Mr. Laurence Parker of Stockton, 
California, a reader of THE Sworp 
for 5 years now, who says, “I 
could not help thinking what a 
shock it would be in this family 
if we were to get a notice that 
you. had _ stopped publication.” 
Thank you, Mr.’Parker. We hope 
THE Sworp will be here when 
Christ comes. 


“Without THe SworpD oF THE 


Lorp I might have gone straight 


— 


to Hell with some modernists,” 
writes Cecil Montgomery of De- 
troit, Michigan. “It has put me 
straight on cults and isms which 
I wouldn’t have known otherwise.” 


Yes,.so many look to THE SworRD 
for their spiritual help. We have 
such an obligation. How we need 
your prayers for this ministry God 
has entrusted to us. 

I hope these little chats will 
help you to become more acquaint- 
ed with what we are doing; the 
wide scope of tha Sword’s min- 
istry. 
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A good _report 
largest evangelistic crusade in Ire- 
land since the days of D. L. 
‘Moody, led by the EVANGELIST 
JACK SHULER party of Los An- 
geles. Crowds are overflowing Ire- 


land’s largest public hall, the 
King’s Hall, Belfast, as the cru- 
sade entered its fourth week and 
a relay system is being used to 
carry the message to those unable 
to get in the Hall. Plans are being 
made for the final services to be 
conducted in the country’s largest 
football stadium, Windsor Park in 
Belfast, which has a capacity of 
60,000. At the close of the first 
16 meetings in the five-week cru- 
sade, over 1,362-people had been 
dealt with in the inquiry room. 

Team members include Dr. John 
McArthur of Glendale, California, 
associate evangelist who conducts 
daily meetings in Belfast ship- 
yards and factories; Don DevVos, 
who leads the 700-voice choir 
pictured at the top of this page; 
Sam Allred, lyric tenor; Bob An- 
derson, organist and pianist; Louis 
and Phil Palermo with their guitar 
and accordion; and Gene Jordan 
with his marimba. 


The chairman of the organiz- 
ing committee is Major Ivan Neill, 
Minister of Labor in the Northern 
Ireland Government and President 
of Ireland’s Youth for Christ. 
‘There are 300 ministers from dif- 
ferent denominations in Belfast 
supporting the meeting. 

Kk *K a 
Rev. 


H. C. Albright, pastor of 


vangelists 


J REPORTS FROM AMERICA'S OUTSTANDING SOUL WINNERS 


By the Editor 


the Antioch Christian (disciples) 
Church near Decatur, Illinois, re- 
ports a blessed revival with 
EVANGELIST EDDIE WAGNER 
of 7 Quillen Avenue, North Little 
Rock, Arkansas. There were 30 
saved, 37 who rededicated their 
lives to the Lord, 60 who pledged 
to tithe (some already were), 115 
who agreed to have a daily family. 


altar, and 95 other -decisions for |: Bm 


witnessing, Bible reading, etc. He 


fe ~ 
OS Pee POs ; 
Oe fe 
Oe ee 
‘ : Baw 
— Se Ae ayes . F bg , 
AOL Be Poo, ed * 
. 
. - » ay P 4 
Dat “. LVF OOS, ow ee 
i Sli fs ge Sf 
aos 4 , **.. “ 


oe * } Viggo 


reports that about half of these) = 3 


professing faith in Christ -were 
under 12 years of age. Pastor Al- 
bright highly recommends Evan- 
gelist Wagner. 


Rev. George E. Crittenden, pas- 
tor of the Temple Baptist. Church 
in Fort Worth, Texas, reports a 
meeting with Sword of the Lord 
EVANGELIST ROBERT L. SUM- 
NER. A breakdown of the results 
included 28 additions to the 
church, 11 of which were by con- 
version, 4 others saved but not 
joining that church, 14 rededica- 
tions and 20 promises to begin a 
daily family altar. 


Rev and Mrs. David LeShana 
have been appointed by President 
Evan H. Bergwall as full-time 
evangelists for Taylor University 
of Upland, Indiana. Taylor Univer- 
sity has had a good history and is 
generally fundamental in doctrine, 
and is favored by members of 
Arminian denominations. 


Evangelist Jack Shuler party. 
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The 700-voice choir in the Belfast, Ireland, ——r™ led by the 


A Happy Day 


Today will bea happy day 


Z| .| Moody’s meetings, and gave as 


a Christ last year?” was the sha 


If, first, you find some time to pray; 
If, first, alone you go apart 

From worldly things, and in your heart 
You make resolve to do your best 

And then to God you leave the rest. 
For God will take the hate and fear 

Of yesterday and yesteryear 

And in their place, He’ll make you feel 
The light and love He would reveal 
Yes, this will be a happy day - 

If, friend, right now you'll stop and pray. 


—Author unknown 
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~ Souls Saved in Holland 


Please enclose a label and send old address when 


giving us a change to your new address. 


;7~ /~T !T SS! DWH A DO ™ DT ™ DS DNR DTS DT ST T™ WS DA DLS Ds DWN TD WN YS WW WW DPS WV ™ WD 


Ac kid 


Annes. WEEK'S 
ILLUSTRATIONS 


"ES UOTES 


THE STEAM THAT MAKES THE NOISE HAS NOTHING LEFT 
TO DO ANY WORK WITH. 


SHE ALREADY KNEW 


One afternoon when J. Hudson Taylor was 18 years old, he wan- 
dered into his father’s library to find something to read. Casually he 
picked up a gospel tract because it had a story in it. Although he 
meant to skip the religious part, his eye caught three words, “It is 
finished.” Unable to get it out of his mind, he began to think about 
what those words meant to him. Then and there he accepted Christ as 
Saviour. 

More than a week later, his mother, who had been away on a 
visit, returned home. Hudson rushed to tell her the good news. She 
said she already knew it. 

Then she told him that 10 days before (on the day he had read 
the tract) she had spent the. afternoon in prayer for her wayward 
son. She prayed until she felt, without a doubt, that her son had been 
saved. 


—KEN ANDERSON in Sunday 


“HOW DO YOU HAVE SUCH BEAUTIFUL SHEEP?” WAS 
ASKED A FARMER. “I TAKE CARE OF THE LAMBS” WAS. THE 
REPLY. 


WAVES THAT DRIVE US TOWARD GOD 
| A little boy made himself a boat, and went off in high glee to 
sail it on the water. But presently it got beyond his reach, and in his 
distress he appealed to a big boy for help, asking him to get it back 
for him. Saying nothing, the big boy picked up stones, and seemed to 
be throwing them at the boat. The little chap thought he would never 


_ get his boat back, and that instead of helping, the big boy was annoying 


him. But presently he noticed that instead of hitting the boat, each 
Stone went beyond it, and made a little wave, which moved the boat 


a little nearer to the shore. Every throw of the stones was planned, and} 


at last the toy was brought within reach, and the little boy was happy 
again in the possession of his treasure. Sometimes things in our life 
seem disagreeable and without.sense or plan, But. wait, awhile, and we 
shall see that each trial, each striking of a’ stone upon the quiet 
water of our life has brought us nearer to God. =. 

if ~The Christian Herald 


(From the — of 95 pages, DRIFTWOOD. Price, paper binding, $1, Eeverd of the 
heaten, Illinois.) 


| dé, i tad an © heaten, 


(Continued from page 1) 


generally in the churches repent- 
ance, conversion and assurance of 
salvation is not preached any 
more. That is why our labor is 
hard but happy. 

Praise the Lord for all He is) 
doing, may He bless you and your 
work abundantly, 

Yours in His service, 

Rev. Albert Zijp 

Heinzestraat 19 

Amsterdam Z. 
Please pray for the booklet, 
“What.Must I Do to Be Saved?” 
which is winning souls in Holland. 
The Dutch language is only one 
of twenty-two foreign languages. in 
which this little booklet has been 
translated . and. distributed. We 


fhave constant demand for help. 
Sound Christian leaders, usualy 
committees made up of mission- 
aries of several boards, supervise 
: translation, printing and distribu- 
tion of the booklet in foreign coun- 
tries for the Sword of the Lord. 


us that soon a new printing of the 
soul-saving booklet will be made 
there and we hope to help pay 
printing costs. 

If‘ you ‘can help in Sword Free 
Literature Fund, write Sword of 
the Lord, Wheaton, Illinois, at 
once. A receipt will be sent for 
every gift and frequent reports 
will be given of progress made, 


Here is another quotation from 
a letter from a Bob Jones Univer- 
sity girl who lives in one of our 


big American .cities. She says: “I 
am most thankful for the opportu- 
nity I had of receiving my training 
at Bob Jones University. Since 
then I have completed nurses 
training, and I have seen the 
importance of a good orthodox 
Christian background, as many 
girls who have professed to be 


Christians at one time have fallen 


by the wayside during the test of 
nurses training. We are living in 
such a wicked day; and we feel, 
if the Lord tarries, we want our 
children to attend Bob Jones Uni- 
versity. May the Lord enable you 


bless you all with wisdom to know 
what is hevseetaly in order to do 
so. ) 


We have received so piney won- 
derful letters in recent weeks from 
our students who have gone out 
into the world and have learned 
the value, not just of the cultural 
and academic opportunities they 


had in Bob Jones University, but 


of the practical evangelical Chris- 
tian training received here. We be- 
lieve that God called Bob Jones 
University into existence to give 


We are asking you Christian peo- 


to keep the school as it is and} 


a certain definite type téstimony. 


ple to keep praying daily and 
earnestly for wisdom and guidance 
in all the plans of the _ school. 
These are trying days in which we 
are living. There is so much com- 
promise. There are also many sub- 
tle temptations that are overtak- 
ing young people. Bob Jones Uni- 


or it is mandatory that it be 
closed. God helping us, we are not 
going .to let the devil have this 
institution. The last year was a 
year of great spiritual blessing 


forward to a more 
time in the year that is ahead of 
-Us. 


gram. We need financial help. 


present: building program until 
this program is completed, and 


young people who have to have 
assistance in order to get through 
school: Please let us hear frony 


Bob Jones, Founder 


Bob Jones University : 2 


Greenville, S. C. 
| (Advertisement). 


This morning an encouraging let-}. 
ter comes-from Indonesia telling} 


versity, according to its by-laws} 
and charter, has to remain as it is| 


and victory, and we are looking}. 
wonderful } 


Remember our expansion pro-| 
One-half of what the Lord leads} 


{you to: send, unless you especially : 
earmark it, will be used for they 


one-fourth for the missionary pro- |. 


The Searching Test 


A man arose in one of Mri 


experience, “I have been for 


ation.” 
“How many souls did you lead 


question that came from Mr 
Moody in an instant. 

“Well, I don’t know,” 
astonished reply. 

“Have you led any?” persisted 
Mr. Moody. 
“I don’t know that I have,” an- 
swered the man. 

“Well,” said Mr. Moody, “we 
don’t want that kind of mountain- 
top expenence. When a man gets 
so high that he can’t reach down 
to save poor sinners, there is 
something wrong.” How different 
from Paul (I Cor. 9:18-22). 


was the 
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FOR YOUR PROTECTION 


| Every product and service advertised in 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD is investigated 
and approved. 


You may buy with confidence! 
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| We will send a free sample 

copy of the SWORD OF THE 
LORD REVIVAL SONGS to any: 
one interested in purchasing new ; 
song books, providing they agree’ 
to return the sample in good con-* 
dition if they decide not to orcer’ 
the book in quantities. Now, dur-* 
ing our annual summer scacie,; 
when all our books may be pur-; ; 
chased at 20% off the regular list 
price, would be the ideal ime | 
fo order new song books. 


Sword of the Lord Reviv al: 
Songs has a total of 181 choice: 
songs! There are 75 Gospel songs,” 
30 ‘hymns, 10 songs for the choir, ‘ 
2D imvitation songs, and 31 Gos- 
pel choruses, including 6 by John: 
R. Rice and Bill Rice. A wonder- - 
ful collection of old {fevorites, + 
hard-to-find numbers, and thrill-‘ 
ing new songs. Needs to be Beem | 
to be fully appreciated. 


This song book, Sword cf the? 
Lord Revival Songs, is ideal for 
tent revivals, brush arbor meet-. 
ings. youth groups, Sunday 

hools, small churches with 
small budgets unable to spend: 
much for song books, and wpe 
many others. ; 


Has durable maroon teuthoretted 
binding, fine quality paper, ond” 
usually sells for $37.50 per hun-*#- 
dred. During our special August: 
sale. which closes at midnight,:; 
August 3], you may purchase it: 
in hundred lots for only $30. 00% 
per hundred. 


Act immediately and seve! Fill 
out the €oupon below and a free, ; 
returnable sample will be sent 
you by return mail. 2 


Swerd of the Lord Publishers 
Wheaton, Plinois 
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Please send me a vétiarnsthde sarople. 
copy of the Sword of the Lord Revival’ 
Sengs book. 
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a CS Stes 


I am a pastor evangelist{i}; | 
; — wo 

music director []} music committee * 
. ’ % TY ome 
chairman []~ other 


--——— — 


(Please state which is other!) 
I agree to return the sample in good 


gram, and one-fourth to help} 


you. Thank you and God bless yous 


condition, or pay for the price of a 
single copy, unless we order some of 
' the books, in. which event I understand & 
the sample is mine to keep. 


Name . a 


Address —.... 


} City 
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When a Christian Sins 


(Continued from page 1) 


evidences of disease, anyone who 
does not have all the perfection 
and glory of the pure angels of 
God, the glory which redeemed 
saints will have in Heaven, should 
know that he grieves God all the 
more by his foolish claims when he 
fails to confess his sin daily, as 
Jesus commanded us to do. 


Sin brings terrible loss and 
punishment and pain. Let me 
name for you some of the things 
sin brings to a Christian. 


1. Sin Brings Chastisement 
to Christians 
Consider this plain warning in 
‘Hebrews 12:4-8: 


“Ye have not yet resisted unto 
blood, striving against sin. And 
ye have forgotten the exhortation 
which speaketh unto you as unto 
children, My son, despise not thou 
the chastening of the Lord, nor 
faint when thow art rebuked of 
him: For whom the Lord loveth 
‘he chasteneth, and scourgeth every 
son whom he receweth. If ye en- 
dure chastening, God dealeth with 
you as with sons; for what son is 
he whom the father chasteneth 
not? But if ye be without chas- 
tisement, whereof all are partak- 
ers, then are ye bastards, and not 
sons.” 


Here God makes a plain state- 
ment that every child of God is 
chastened and one who does not 
have chastisement from God is a 
bastard and not a son (vs. 8). But 
we are plainly told in verse 4 that 
chastisement comes because of 
sin, “Ye have not yet resisted 
unto blood, striving against sin.” 

Later in the same passage we 
are told that God chastens us 
that “we might be partakers of his 
holiness” (vs. 10). Oh, blessed rod 
of God’s chastisement to help 
purge us from our sins and to 
make us more fit for Heaven and 
for His presence! 


But since every Christian re- 
ceives such chastisement, then 
every Christian sins. 

The Christians at Corinth had 
a fellow church member who lived 
in vile sin. So Paul commmanded 
them: 


“In the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, when ye are gathered to- 
gether, and my. spirit, with the 
power of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
To deliver such an one unto Satan 
for the destruction of the flesh, 
that the spirit may be saved in 
the day of the Lord Jesus.”— 
Cor. 5:4, 5. 


Here a blessed truth is given. 
Even this man living in terrible 
sin was a child of God. But he was 
to be left to punishment “for the 
destruction of the flesh” in order 
that “the spirit may be saved in 
the day of the Lord Jesus.” God 
cannot punish His saints in Hell 
in the next world. The Christian’s 
chastening must come now. Later 
we learn that this same man, so 
rebuked and chastened, came in 
penitence and was received back 
into fellowship in the church. 


Sin brings chastening from God. 


What happens to a Christian as 
God’s punishment for his sins? 
That question is partly answered in 
I Corinthians 11. There Paul ad- 
dresses the church at Corinth 
which had had divisions, quarrels, 
worldliness, a formal and flippant 
observance of the Lord’s supper, 
without any judging of sin in their 
lives. So Paul wrote: 


~ “But let a man examine himself, 
and so let him eat of that bread, 
yand drink of that cup. For he that 
eateth and drinketh unworthily, 
eateth and drinketh damnation to 
himself, not discerning the Lord’s 
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; WHEN YOU CHANGE YOUR ADDRESS | 

* Please meport both new and old ad- 

; dresses directly to THkr Sworp or 
THE p, five weeks before the 


change is to take effect. Copies that 
we address to your old address will 
not be delivered by the Post Office 
unless — pay them extra: postage. 
Avoid this unneeessary expense by 
notifying us five weeks in advance, 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
Subscription Dept. 
214 W. Wesley, Wheaton, Hl. 


body. For this cause many are 
weak and sickly among you, and 
many sleep. For if we would judge 
ourselves, we should not be judg- 
ed, But when we are judged, we 
are chastened of the Lord, that we 
should not be condemned with the 
world.”—I Cor. 11:28-32. 


The condemnation, or damna- 
tion, mentioned in verse 29 does 
not mean condemnation to Hell, 
but condemnation to God’s judg- 
ment and punishment in this 
world. Then verse 30 explains, 
“For this cause many are weak 
and sickly among you, and many 
sleep.” God had smitten some 
Christians with disease because 
of their sins. Others he had taken 
home to Heaven. They had died 
because of their sins. 


We are solemnly warned that 
every Christian ought to judge 
himself carefully, lest he should 
be judged of God and punished. 
But, thank God, He chastens us 
instead of letting us be condemned 
with the world, as lost sinners are 
condemned to Hell! 


How many homes have someone 
who is sick because sin in the 
Christian has grieved God! It is 
not always true that our sickness 
comes because of sin. But some- 
times, surely, it does. I know that 
sometimes one may be sick, as was 
Job, to the glory of God and not 
because of sin. But we have many 
warnings that disease and illness 
may be the chastening of God on 
His own beloved child. 

This is implied in James 5:14, 
13: 


“Ts any sick among you? let 
him call for the elders of the 
church; and let them pray over 
him, anointing him with oil in the 
name of the Lord: And the prayer 
of faith shall save the sick, and the 
Lord shall raise him wp; and if he 
have committed sins, they shall 
be forgiven him.” 


Note that “the prayer of.faith 
shall save the sick, and the Lord 
shall raise him up; AND IF HE 
HAVE COMMITTED SINS, 
THEY SHALL BE FORGIVEN 
HIM.” 


Again note verse 16 which plain- 
ly tells those who wish to be 
healed to “‘confess your faults one 
to another, and pray one for 
another.” Often some sin, un- 
judged, unconfessed means that 
God cannot smile upon us and 
give uS the blessing of héalth as 
He would like to do. 


How many, many times the 
Bible speaks of disease coming 
as a chastisement of God. When 
Miriam opposed her. brother 
Moses, she was smitten with lep- 
rosy. King Uzziah, who intruded 
into the priest’s office and offered 
sacrifices, received the same dread 
curse in his body and was a leper 
until the day of his death. Gehazi, 
the servant of Elisha who secretly 
received the garments and the gift 
of money after Naaman the Syr- 
ian was healed, was stricken with 
leprosy for his avarice. 


Sometimes a Christian died pre- 
maturely because of his sin. That 
happened to some of those at Cor- 
inth. Paul said, “For this cause 
many are weak and sickly among 
you, AND MANY SLEEP?” (I Cor. 
11:30). Some of the Corinthian 
Christians who were careless 
about the. Lord’s Supper, even 
getting drunk and making divi- 
sions in the. church, had. been call- 
ed home to Heaven. 


You remember that Ananias 
and Sapphira lied to the Holy 
Ghost about money and were kill- 
ed. The Bible does not say that 
they were lost people; they may 
have been really born-again Chris- 
tians. But they died for their sins. 

Even the mighty Moses, the law- 
giver, because once in a crucial 
time he lost his temper and did 


|not give glory to God, was not 
j allowed to go into the promised 


land but was taken to Mount 
Nebo and there to die, God loved 
him and took him home to 
Heaven; but his death was pre- 
mature, brought on, as God plain- 
ly told Moses, by his sin. (See 
Num. 20:12; Deut. 32:38-50.) 

I am sure that I have seen God 
take some of His own children to 
Heaven prematurely because of 


their sin. Once in a young church, 
greatly blessed of God with many 


souls being saved, several men, in 
order to get control and leader- 
ship in the church, joined in with 
enemies of the pastor in a conspir- 
acy. One of the most active men 
fell dead of .a heart attack. 
Another was rushed to the hos- 
pital with some strange malady 
and in a few hours was dead, the 
cause of his sickness unknown. 
Another of the men went to the 
hospital and was dead in two or 
three days. A fourth one was in an 
airplane accident and suddenly 
killed. I have every reason to be- 
lieve that these men were saved 
men, but that sin and self-will led 
them far wrong and that God took 
them Home, as he did some of the 
Christians at Corinth, because of 
their sins. 


We are clearly warned that if 

we do not judge our own sins God 
will judge them and punish them. 
The heavy hand of God falls on 
unconfessed, unlamented, unre- 
pented sin in a Christian! 
How often must God reach down 
and take a baby home to Heaven 
before the mother and father will 
listen and turm from their world- 
liness! « 

Do you remember how the chas- 
tening hand of .God fell on David's 
baby, the baby which Bath-sheba 
conceived in sin? Despite all 
David’s praying the baby died. The 
child died as punishment. The pro- 
phet of God said, ‘“Howbeit, be- 
cause by this deed thou hast given 
great occasion to the enemies of 
the Lord to blaspheme, the child 
also that is born unto thee shall 
surely die.” Then we are told, 
“And the Lord struck the child 
that Uriah’s wife bare unto David, 
and it was very sick” (II Sam. 
12:14, 15). The terrible, inexorable, 
dreadful hand of God struck Dav- 
id’s child and the child died! Thus, 
we learn how God _ sometimes 
chastens His children with the 
death of loved ones. 


In a blessed tent revival cam- 
paign in Roosevelt, Oklahoma, one 
night, I had preached most plainly 
on how God speaks to people in 
chastisement, when they sin. A 
man came to see me after the 
service. He was holding in his 
arms a beautiful little girl about 
two years old. He said to me, 
“Brother Rice, you are right. I 
know. from sad experience that 
God punishes His children when 
they go into sin. This baby girl 
had a twin brother. He was the 
dearest, smartest child you ever 
saw! I loved him almost to the 
point of worship. But sickness 
siezed the little one and when he 
died God told me plainly it was 
because of my sin. I came back 
to my Heavenly Father with con- 
fession and have lived much clos- 
er to Him since. But God took my 
baby to bring me to my senses.” 


I do not wonder that the Psalm- 
ist David cried out, ‘“‘Before I was 
afflicted I went astray” (Ps. 119: 
67). 

Sometimes God brings chastis- 
ment by business losses, by lost 
jobs, by poverty and other sore 
trouble. 

Do you remember how Lot, 
down in Sodom, a child of God, 
lost all his property in the fire 
and brimstone which fell from 
Heaven? He lost his family; his 
wife was turned to a pillar of salt, 
his married daughters and sons- 
in-law and granddaughters were 
burned to death. But he lost his 
property, too, in the judgment of 
God upon sin,; 

Again and again Christians have 
told me how they got absorbed in 
money-making, how they robbed 
God of tithes and offerings, then 
some disaster came and God thus 
collected the gifts that should 
have been freely given to Him. 


In the prophecy of Malachi 
(Mal. 3:9) the.Jews are told, “Ye 
are cursed with a curse: for ye 
have robbed me, even this whole 
nation.” And he speaks plainly of 
a curse upon the ground, the crops, 
the weather. He promises them if 
they will bring all the tithes into 
the storehouse that “I will re- 
buke the devourer for your sakes, 
and he shall not destroy the fruits 
of your ground; neither shall your 
vine cast her fruit before the time 
in the field, saith the Lord of 
Hosts” (Mal. 3:11). 

The prophet Haggai rebuked the 
children of Israel for their sins. 
He said, “Ye have sown much, 
and bring in little; ye eat, but ye 
have not enough; ye drink, but 
ye are not filled with drink; ye 
clothe you, but there is none 


warm; and he that earneth wages 


earneth wages to put into a bag 
with holes” (Hag. 1:6). God says 
plainly that, because His own 
house is left waste, He has blown 
upon the crops to destroy them. 
He stopped the dew from Heaven 
and stopped the earth from her 
fruit and called for a drought upon 
the land! 

In Deuteronomy, chapter 28, it 
tells of terrible curses that would 
come upon the land of Israel if 
they should forsake the Lord their 
God. God does bring financial dis- 
aster, poverty, because of sin, He 
brings such trouble even on His 
own people, Christians, often, be- 
cause of sin. 


One Saturday night as I took a 
good old German Christian couple 
to their farm home near Wichita 
Falls, Texas, we came upon an 
overturned car. One of the young 
women was so injured that she 
later spent weeks in the hospital. 
All were shaken up, bruised and 
seared. I took them to their homes 
in my car and talked seriously 
to them about the Lord. I found 
that two of them were backsliders. 
With tears they confessed their 
backsliding and begged God to 
forgive them. They felt that the 
automobile accident was a Wwarn- 
ing from God and a judgment for 
their worldly lives. I thought so, 
too, 


I know Christians whose homes 
have been broken because of sin. 
I know Christians who, because of 
their sins, lost the confidence of 
their children. I know Christians 
who lost their jobs, who suffered 
financial disaster, and they are 
firmly convinced that these things 
were the chastening hand of God 
upon them to bring them back 
from a wayward course _ that 
grieved God. God chastises His 
children when they sin. 


2. Sin Brings the Loss of 
Christian Joy 

Every Christian ought to be glad 
all the time. But even a child of 
God, on his way to Heaven, know- 
ing that he is saved, cannot be 
happy if there be known sin un- 
judged, unrebuked, unconfessed in 
his life. 

Sin in the Christian brings the 
smiting of conscience. It brings 
the rebuke of the Holy Spirit. No 
Christian can be a happy Chris- 
tian, except as he day by day seeks 
to live in the smile of God’s ap- 
proval. Godly living does not earn 
salvation, but it does bring hap- 
piness. 

In Psalm 51 we have the heart- 
broken prayer of David after his 
sin with Bath-sheba. There David 
prayed: 


“Make me to hear joy and glad- 
ness; that the bones which thou 
hast broken may rejoice. Hide thy 
face from my sins, and blot out 
all mine iniquities. Create in me a 
clean heart, O God; and renew a 
right spirit within me. Cast me 
not away from thy presence; and 
take not thy holy spirit from me. 
Restore unto me the joy of thy 
salvation and uphold me with thy 
free spirit. Then will I teach 
transgressors thy ways; and sin- 
ners shall be converted unto thee.” 
—Ps,. 51:8-13. 


David had been weeping over his 
baby who died because of David's 
sin. He had been weeping over his 
own lost fellowship with God. He 
begged for the cleansing of his 
heart anew, a renewal of a right 
spirit. He begged for the fellow- 
ship of the Holy Spirit. Then he 
said, “Restore unto me the joy of 
thy salvation.” David had lost the 
joy of his salvation. 


David did not pray, “Restore un- 
to me thy salvation.” He prayed, 
“Restore unto me the joy of thy 
salvation.” 

David knew that only’ with 
cleansing from sin, only by the 
comfort of the Holy Spirit, only 
by being upheld and helped to 
walk straight, could he have the 
joy which ought to go with sal- 
vation. He begged that that joy 
should be restored. He promised, 
“Then will I teach trangressors 
thy ways; and sinners shall be 
converted unto thee,” 

How often I have read that 
blessed 51st Psalm and made its 
prayer my prayer! How often I 
have been compelled to say, as 
did David, “My sin is ever before 
me” (vs. 3). I, too, have had to 
plead, “Behold, I was shapen in 
iniquity; and in sin did my mother 


conceive me.”’ I have such a frail, 
twisted nature. I am as weak as 


David. When I sin I lose the joy, 
So, of course, do you, if you are a 
born-again Christian. Anyone who 
claims that he can go into sin 
and have no burning of conscience, 
have no unrest of soul, and have 
no accusing by the Holy Spirit, 
gives evidence that he does not 
know the same Saviour I know 
and does not have the new heart 
which God gave me when I was 
saved, 


O Christian, I remind you now 
that sin never made anybody 
happy. Most of all, sin can- 
not make the Christian happy. A 
Christian loses the joy of salvation 
when he falls into ‘sin. 

I do not wonder that Peter 
“went out and wept bitterly” 
after: he denied the Saviour. His 
sin took all his joy. Sin will take 
away your joy, too, dear reader, 
if you allow it for a moment, un- 
judged, unconfessed in your life. 


3. Sin Loses Much of the 
Blessed Help of the Holy 
Spirit in the Christian’s 
Life 
The Holy Spirit lives in every 
Christian’s body. Yet, when a 
Christian sins he sometimes loses 
all contact with that same Holy 
Spirit. It seems as if the Holy 
Spirit, like an ill-treated and of- 
fended guest, shuts Himself up in 
His own small room in the heart 
and does not enjoy the fellowship 
of the inmate who has so grieved 
Him and wronged Him! The bless- 
ed Holy Spirit does not leave when 
a Christian sins, but His work is 
certainly hindered. 


By sin a Christian may lose the 
assurance of salvation. In the 
Second Epistle of Peter we are 
told of the virtue, knowledge, tem- 
perance, patience, godliness, broth- 
erly kindness and charity which a 
Christian should add to his saving 
faith. Then we are plainly warned, 
“But he that lacketh these things 
is blind, and cannot see afar off, 
and hath forgotten that he was 


purged from his old sins” (II Pet... 


1:9). Often the Christian who does 
not obey God, who sins in not go- 
ing on in the full flower and use- 
fulness and growth of the Chris- 
tian life, “hath forgotten that he 
was purged from his old sins.” 
How often Christians lose the as- 
surance of salvation because they 
have lost their joy. 


I know it was so in my own 
case. No one showed me how to 
know by the Word of God that 
I had everlasting life. So, when I 
was discouraged and fell into sin, 
I thought that God had forsaken 
me. That comforting voice of the 
Holy Spirit that told me I was a 
child of God was silenced, grieved 
by my sin, 

Well did the Apostle Peter him- 
self know about this! God doubt- 
less brought to his mind how he, 
after he denied the Saviour, went 
out and wept so bitterly, then quit 
the ministry and went back to the 
fishing business. He thought he 
was washed up. He thought that 
he had no more right to preach 
the Gospel. Very probably he felt 
that he was unsaved, that no real 
child of God could commit such a 
sin as he had committed. Peter 
lost the assurance of salvation; 
and here he reminds us, by divine 
inspiration, that we, too, may lose 
that sweet, comforting assurance 
that the Holy Spirit gives in our 
hearts if we let sin go unconfessed 
and unforsaken. 


A Christian may miss the lead- 
ing of the Holy Spirit. It is normal 
for the blessed Holy Spirit to 
speak to a Christian day by day 
and tell him the road he should 
walk. It is normal for a Christian 
to have such contact with the 
Spirit that he can know what to 
say to a lost sinner he seeks to 
win, that he may know which in- 
vitation to accept and which to re- 
ject. A Christian has a right to 
the help of the Holy Spirit in 
understanding the Bible, a right to 
the sweet comfort of the Spirit, 
a right to the help of the Holy 
Spirit in prayer. But all these 
blessed ministries of the Holy 
Spirit are hindered when we let 
sin stay and fester in the life 
unconfessed, unlamented, unfor- 
saken. 


In Alexander, Texas, I remem- 
ber a woman who insisted that she 
was lost. She had no joy, her 
prayers were not answered, she 
had none of that sweet ministra- 
tion of the Spirit which a Chris- 
tian has the right to enjoy. Her 
husband, her father-in-law, her 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Page Five 


‘igede were shocked. She had 


been. one of the best Christians 
they had ever known. 

But when I dealt with her I 
led her bit by bit to see that some 
sin had grieved God, that she had 


‘thus lost the assurance she had 


orice had’and the blessed teaching 


and guidance of the Spirit which} 


are normal and right, Then she 
knew what had happened. She told 
me somthing like this; “I once won 
many, many souls to Christ. Then 
I moved into this little town 
where some people were proud 
and haughty. I seemed an ignor- 
ant country woman. When the 
Holy Spirit told me'to go speak 
to that woman about her soul, I 
trembled‘and refused to go. Again 
when. the Holy Spirit urged me 
to speak to that boy who came to 
my door, I did not do it. Again 
and again the Spirit moved my 
heart as He had done for years 
in the past when I obeyed Him. 
But when I refused and my timid- 
ity and seeking to please men led 
me to disobey the Spirit’s leading, 
the time came when He talked 
to me no more. I never had anoth- 
er impression to talk to sinners. 
When I read the Bible IL got little 
light from its pages. When I: pray- 
ed I did not have the blessed up- 
lift and leading and fervor which 
the Holy Spirit had given me be- 
fore. I. felt that God had turned 
His back on me and that I must 
be lost.’ 


What had happened was that the 
blessed. Holy Spirit was offended 
by her sin. She had ‘quenched the 
Spirit,’ which we are plainly com- 
manded not to do (I. Thess. 5:19). 
She had’ grieved the Spirit. by. sin 
(Eph. 4:30). She was still saved. 
The Holy Spirit still lived in her 
body. But the blessed fruit which 
the Spirit gives He could not give 
her because of rebellion and sin. 
Oh, what loss for a Christian when 
sin is made at home and enter- 
tained willingly in the life! 


4, A Christian’s Sins Can Shut 
God’s Ears Against 
His Prayers 


God delights to hear the prayers 
of His people. We are: told, ‘‘He 
that spared not’ his own: Son, but 
delivered him up: for us: all). how 
shall he not with: him also:freely 
give ‘us all things?” (Rom. 8:32). 
We are plainly invitéd‘and ‘promis- 
ed, ‘‘Ask, and it shall‘be given you; 
seek; and ye shall-find; knock; ana 
it shall be opened unto’. you” 
(Matt. 7:7). The Lord solemnly 
states that.it is simply because we 
do not keep on asking that we 
do not have (James 4:2). Most 
Christians live far below the level 
of joy and usefulness and provision 
which God intended His children 
to have, simply because we do not 


take everything to God in prayer |. 


and ask our Heavenly Father for 
what we need. But we are plainly 
warned: that sin shuts up Heaven 
to our prayers. 


In Isaiah 59:1-3 read this solemn 
statement: 


“Behold, the Lord’s hand is not 
shortened, that it cannot save; 
neither his ear heavy, that it can- 
not hear: But your iniquities have 
separated between you and: your 
God, and your sins have hid his 
face from you, that he will not 
hear, For your hands are defiled 
with blood, and your fingers with 
iniquity; your lips have spoken 
lies, your tongue hath muttered 
perverseness.” 


Our sins have turned away from 


us the God who would beso will-|' 


ing*to hear if. our sins were out 
of the way. 

Another plain Scripture on this 
matter is Psalm 66:18, which'says: 
“If I regard iniquity in my heart, 
the Lord will not hear me.” Any 
known sin, unconfessed,.unjudged, 
unforsaken, makes. it’ so ‘that: God 
cannot honorably and: righteously 
give us many of. the: things we 
ask for and need. God cannot put 
Himself.in.the position of endors- 
ing our sins when He ‘answers the 
prayers of sinning Christians. who 
do not judge their sins and do not 
turn from ‘them. 

Oh, what confidence, 
happy freedom one may have when 
He approaches God in _ prayer, 
knowing that he has solemnly, and 
earnestly taken sides with God 
against his own sins, that he has 
judged and rebuked, and turned 
from. every known thing that 
would grieve the dear Saviour! 
That is what the Scripture means 
in I. John 3:21, 22: 


what} 


“Beloved, if our heart condemn 
us not, then have we confidence 
toward. God, And. whatsoever we 
ask, we receive of him, because 
we keep his commandements, and 
do those things that are we 
in his sight.” 


Let every reader: search his 
heart, Are-you:sure there is not a 
single known sin unconfessed to 
come to-haunt your: prayer life, to 
offend your Heavenly Father, to 
grieve the sweet Spirit of God 


‘who dwells within you? O Chris- 


tian, how sad: when our sins shut 
up Heaven against our prayers and 
make it so: God: cannot hear as 
He wants to dot! 


A Christian’s. Sin May 
‘Bring a Curse Upon His 
Loved Ones 


The holy law of a jealous God 
is this: “. . . for I the Lord thy 
God am a jealous God, visiting the 
iniquity of the. fathers upon the 
children unto the third ‘and fourth 
generation of them that hate me; 
And’ shewing mercy unto thou- 
sands of. them. that love me, and 
keep my commandments” (Exod. 
20:5, 6). That'does not’mean that 
God punishes the innocent who 
do not deserve punishment: It 
means-that a:righteous God, giving 
man free will and choice, cannot 
keep: children from: following in 
the steps of their worldly and sin- 
ful parents. So, when parents sin 
they bring a curse upon their 
children. The Christian wife is 
cursed by the sin of the husband. 

The moving story. of David's 
great sin and its consequences is 
illustration of the curse that 
comes on others by the sins of a 
Christian. There can be no doubt 
that David was‘a child of God, and 
in the faet. that’ he was saved and 
in his general devotion, he is said 
to have been: a man after God's 
own heart (I Sam. 13:14). 
when David sinned: he suffered; 
and: loved ones suffered, too. 


When Nathan told King David 


the parable of the:rieh:man who}: 


robbed his poor neighbor of a little 
ewe lamb; David in anger said, ‘As 
the Lord liveth, the man that hath 
done this thing shall surely die: 


And he shall: restore: the lamb |. 
fourfold, because he did this thing, |. 


and because he had no pity” (II 
Sam. 12:5, 6): David did not know, 
but he was pronouncing a right- 
eous judgment on: himself. He de- 
served to die. But Nathan said 
unto David, ‘The Lord also hath 
put. away thy. sin; thou shalt not 
die’ (II Sam. 12:13). Butas David 
said the stolen lamb-must be re- 
stored: fourfold, so: God allowed 
him to reap: fourfold among his 
own dear. ones, the punishment for 
his sin against Uriah. 


First of all, “the Lord struck the 
child that Uriah’s wife bare unto 
David” and the child died as the 
prophet Nathan had plainly told 
David. Despite all David’s prayers 
and tears, the little one was taken 
away, 

Again’ David’s sin. appeared in 
his son: Ammon, a spoiled son who 
consciously, .or unconsciously, went 
into the: same kind of sin that 
David: committed. He raped his 
own Half: sister. Tamar. David, do 
you weep:for the shame on your 
beautiful ‘daughter who goes home 
to her brother Absalom’s house 
with her garments torn and with 
earth upon. her head,. wringing her 
hands? But: David, this is only 
twofold, andspeaking as a prophet 
you said, “he shall restore the 
lamb fourfold.” The curse has not 
departed from David's. house! 

Next, Absalom bided his time 
and eventually hired his servants 
to strike Amnon with the dagger 
of vengeance. A\son of David died 
in disgrace. David first follows the 
little baby carried to the cemetery 
with tears, then considers his 
beautiful. daughter ruined. But 
David; this’ is only three fold! 
The lamb must’ be restored four- 


fold! The curse has not’ departed 


from David's . house. 

Absalom himself rebelled 
against King David, seized the 
kingdom and sought his’ father’s 


and Absalom died. with . arrows 
through ‘his:breast; hung from his 
hair in. the branches. of an oak! 
David: paid fourfold: for his sin. 


But, oh, remember that his loved 


ones paid, too! There is a curse 
upen the family of the Christian 
who sins. 

The sins of a pastor may curse 
his people. I knew well one preach- 


Yet | 


him. and. 


er of. great ability who was, I 
think, for a season, greatly used of: 
God. But a moral .decay. set’ in:in 
his life, and I can trace in the 
lives of a hundred other preachers 
the disastrous results. of the ar- 
rogant pride, the-boasting, the ly- 
ing, of. the’ preacher who sins. 

A Sunday’ Seheol teacher may, 
by compromise or sin, bring aj 
curse upom: littl® children. The 
Sunday School teacher who: at- 
tends the movies may explain in 
great detail that she selects the 
movies very carefully and attends 
only the best; But her pupils’ only 
know that she puts her endorse 
ment upon: Hollywood, upon. the 
commercial ‘picture show, and they 
will: want. to* go. They will say; 
“Mother, my Sunday School teaeh- 
er thinks it’s all right; she goes to 
the. movies. Why can't I go?” 

Dr. J. Wilbur. Chapman tells of 
the influence of a: Sunday School 
teacher who taught her Sunday 
School class to play: cards, He 
says: 

While: a: friend: of mine was 
conducting a meeting one morn- 
ing, a tramp came~in’ and’ said, 
“My. father andimother used.to 
sit in this pew. It is the first’ 
church 'T everrattended. My fath- 
er was’an Officer in this church 
Seven boys* used. to sit in this 
pew in'the:Stnday: School class. 
We had'agreattlove and respect 
for our Sunday, Sehool teacher. 
Saturday, afternoon she invited 
us to: here home;. entertaining 
with music; eatables, and a look 
over the: lessen) After a while 
she was: anxious: to please: us 
and hold.us;.andishe taught us 
the names of: cards. None had 
ever used cards. We became en- 
thusiastie” over’ it; learning dif- 
ferent games. After.a while we 
would not’ give so-much time to 
the lesson, but she'let us have 
more time for playing cards, and 
would show us some more 
tricks. After a while we were 
off in the cotton” gms” playing” 
cards and not. going to her home. 
Later we failed‘to-goto Sunday 
School. Cards, cigarettes, after 
a while drink and ‘gambling. We 


all at different times left our? 
homes. Two-of. those boys: have" 
been. hung, three are in stateip 
prisons: for. life, one a vagabond} 

knows: | 


like myself: No» one 
where he is and if. the authori 
ties knew I was here, I would ‘be 
arrested and: put behind: the 
bars, All’: I wish’ is that that. 
teacher had never taught us how 
to play cards,’ 


As he stood. there broken- 
hearted, a lady at the right and 
near the pulpit,. dressed in} 
mourning’ arose; went: to where 
the man was, fell on the floor 
with. @ seream, and. said, ‘““My 
God! I: am the Sunday. School 
teacher that did it.’’ She fainted 
and we did not know but that 
she was dead’ She revived. The 
woman was not seen any more 
in the meeting and the man 
never seen.since, 

Every Christian who falls into 
sin ought to*know: that his influ- 
ence will drag’ others down, that 
his powerlessness. May prove a 


curse to: others;. that his failure| 


may be: a: blight’ in spreading 
disease among those: who know 
love’ him. Oh, how. a 
Christian ought to:hate and fear. 
sin! 


6. Sin Takes. Away: the Soul- 
Winning’ Passiomand Power 
of a Christian 

As a Christian gives way to sin 
in his life, heMloses both the desire 
and the power to:win- souls. Sin 
makes a coward of the ‘Christian 
so that he dare* not: plead with 
sinriers to be saved. Sin dulls his 


conscience so that he does: not: 


much care. Worsé still, sim so 
grieves the-Spirit:of God that: one’ 
cannot have his fillness>. His 


mighty power except in genuine) 


heart turning: away from sir and}! 
obedience to: Christ. 


A sad example of such a power-}- 


less Christian.is Lot down. in 


Sodom. If he-had.won nine ‘of. his j. 
life. At a price of. war and blood-| own 
shed: the rebellion: was put down 


’ family. the city would: have 


been spared’and others would have’ 


had‘a chance tobe saved. But. Lot 
could not win\his*own wife, could 
not. wim his daughters, colild 
not win his sons-inslaw. He was 
“as. one that’ mocked unto: his 
sons in.law” (Gen, 19:14). Souls 
go to Hell: because Christians .sin. 
Revivals fail to come because 
Christians sin. The moral revolu- 
tion that’ we’ need in our" homes, 


our cities, our churches, our na- 
tion does not come because of. the 
Sins of: Christians. Heaven is shut 
up to-our prayers and the winning 
of precious souls diminishes be- 
cause Christian people do not turn 
from their sins. Oh, sin, SIN! 
What a price-any Christian pays 
to entertain you in your heart and 


tite How urieonfessed sins, un- 


judged sins, unforsaken sins blight 
the life and influence of a Chris- 
tian. | 

Every Spirit-filled minister has 
been grieved to see some Chris- 
tians lose their soul-winning pow- 
er. and’ soul-winning joy. Some- 
times. whole churches lose their 
concern for sinners. Usually such 
backslidden Christians do not ad- 
mit their backsliding. They ra- 
tionalize their lack of soul-winning 
power. Some preachers say that 
they are called'to do Bible teach- 
ing, not evangelism, when in truth 
sin has taken away their power 
as well as their concern for sin- 
ners..Whole churches get to where 
the Gospel invitation to openly 
accept Christ and claim Him pub- 
licly is never given, because sin 
has taken away the passion for 
souls. Worldliness creeps’ in and 
crowds out the’ holy zeal which 
God gives Hiss children: who stay 
near the cross 


The relationship: between sin in 
a Christian and! the loss of soul- 
winning concern. and’ power is 
known .to every. successful, God- 
anointed evangelist. Technical 
theologians who’ deal in abstract 
theories try to separate between 
a revival and evangelism. They in- 
sist that an evarigelistic campaign 
ought’ not to be’ called a: revival. 
They say that revival is for Chris- 
tians only, and that evangelism is 
for lost. people: only, How fool- 
ish to try to separate what God 
has. joined together! The: simple 
truth is that no one will ‘ever have 
a great ingathering of lost people 
unless, first of all; God deals with 
His. own. people, the saved, and 
gives them: a new sensitiveness 
toward sin, a new cleansing by the 
blood, and a new passion and con- 
cern for lost people abeut them. 


Often people have criticized the 
best’ evangelists beeause: 


istian people getting Christians 


¢> The ultradispensationalists 

‘Darbyites for whom Dr. L. 8. 
Ghafer was onee a spokesman, 
complained that evangelists do 
wrong to denounce sin among 
Christians. They say that evan- 
gelists ought simply to preach the 
plan of salvation and leave the 
reviving of: Christians tothe pas- 
tors. But all greatly-used. evan- 
gelists know that the ministry. of. 
the evangelist is, first of all, to 
the saints. of. God to get them 
cleansed and re-enlisted in the 
soul-winning business. The evan- 
gelist who will win:multitudes of 
souls must rekindle in the Chris- 
tian’s heart the fires of holy con- 
cern which have» been. smothered 
out by coldness;. indifference, 
worldliness, carelessness, luke- 
warmness and sometimes coarser 
sin, 


powerlessness of churches:and the 


members, 
denounce sin. Pastors ought to be 
hateful: to God, an. enemy, of: the 
Gospel. But the evangelistic 


church must keep:a. sharp, bold 
testimony against sin. The sinning, 


souls. The wayward Christian can- 


zeal of God. O pastors, 


sin of'a.Christian does is to bring 


gossip when .Peter denied the Lord, 


ministry! 


great sin; Nathan. said, “Howbeit, 
because by this deed thou hast 
given: great occasion to’ the ene 


} 
they 
hed for a week or two to}! 


to pray and ready to win) 


That leads me*to’say. that pas- |} 
tors are foolish: who: lament the’ 


lack. of. fruitfulmess. among their.|; 
if they do not’ boldly,}: 


against’ sin because it is sin and’ 


worldly, compromising Christian } 
cannot maintain the passion andy] 
burden which enable him” to win |’ 


not have the power of God nor the}; 
“Preach | 
the word; be instant in season, out’! 


ofiseason; reprove, rebuke, exhort]; 
with: all longsuffering and. doc- | 
trine’’ (II. Tim. 4:2): 
, 7. The Sins of Christians 
Bring a Reproach on 
Christ and the 
Bible 


, Oneof the worst things that.the 

a reproach on thescause*of Christ: 
and upon the name of.Christ. How, }) 
Jerusalem must have*buzzed with’ 


cursed and: swore’ and’ quit oe 


When David committed his | 


mies of the Lord to, blaspheme, 
the child: also that is* born unto 
thee shall: surely. die’ (II Sam, 
12:14). The sins of the preacher 
who falls are blazened on the 
front pages of newspapers. The 
sins of' a.:simple lay Christian are 
held up-in his own family arid in 
his own community against Christ 
and the Gospel by. those who are 
the enemies of God) What shame 


fand reproach the failure and sins 


of God’s people bring on the whole 
cause of Christ! 

Sometime ago an atheistic pub- 
lishing house sent me a book 
mocking at’ the Bible and at the 
Christian religion. The book was 
full of cartoons and ribaid stories 
about the incest of Lot, about the 
adultery. and :murder which David 
committed, about the shame of 


|Samson with Delilah. The cen- 
'turies have come and gone.. These 


men who wept over their sing 
have come’ to-God for forgiveness 
and have been forgiven. Now they 


7 tet { “ 
DF gta. Tee 
yO NCO hota 


have long since been ‘received inte - 


Heaven by God's infinite grace 
which saves sinners and covers our 
sin with the precious blood of 
Christ. But the centuries have not 
stopped.the shameful reproach on 
the cause of Christ, brought by the 
sins of these men! The offense 
may be*and has been forgiven in 
God's loving mercy. But the hate 
ful effects of the sin go on! 
I-have visited countless churches 
Where some of the most earnect 
Christians had:a sad: past. Back 
in other years they had. fahérm 
into sin. The home’: was: broken 
by divorce. The scandal was ‘in the 
newspapers. Later the’ divorced 
couple went. on. to marry cther 
mates. Then:turning to the Lord, 
they: got’ forgiveness. In many 
such cases the past cannot be un- 
done. The former marriage’ is 
broken and.could:not be restored. 
To-break the second marriage by 
another divorce, another public 
scandal, is not’ commanded in the 
Bible and’ would'do harm and not 
good. Ofttimes there is simply no 


ft way to undo the past, whether it 


is a murder victim who cannot?’ be 
brought. back to life; a home 
broken .which cannot be restored, 
.etime’ committed which has 
ought: public shame and: whieh 

: bes lived: down: I' advise 
eh: Ghvisttans to patiently face 
criticism: with humility and con- 
fession. T:advise them to -patiently 
serve the: Lord in the smaillést 
places, without seeking leaders 
ship, until! by years of. faithful- 
ness, they prove’ themselves 
worthy of greater trust. But every 
pastor knews, and every. evangel- 
ist, that sins in the past of count- 
jess Christians riseup to mock the 
church and to give: Jesus Christ 
reproach: before: the: world!’ How 
sad that God’s cause suffers. be- 
cause His children have sinned! 
How sad’ that every evangelist 
who would lead.in a blessed re- 
vival’ campaign finds: his: efforts 
hindered by the public reproach 
brought’ on the Gospel’ message 
by church people! Oh) God: must 
punish the*sins of His: own) chil- 
dren,. because of. the heart-break- 
ing reproach: that sini brings to 
His dear cause! 


— THE END— 


MAKE EXTRA MONEY. 


Showing and‘ selling Religious Merchan- 
disel Weoffer’ the: best in Greeting Cards, 
Stationery, Bibles; Story Books, Diction- 
aries: and othtr items. LIBERAL Dis- 
COUNTS. Send* now for’ literature’ and 
prices to 

CHRISTIAN LIGHT PRESS, Dept: SD 

109 8. Main, Nappanee, Indians - 
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: “Summer Bible Center” 


- In the beautiful-hills of South-- 
eastern Pennsylvania 


July 2-Sept..5 


God-blessed : Preachers, 


Bob Pierce, . Rev. 


| No, 1, York, Pa., for folder. 


(PENN Grove| 


Teachers, Musicians Q 
‘Dr. W. T. Watson, Revs Mel Efaw,. Drv. f- 
Kenneth Amsler, Reve }- 
| Moet Lyons; Revi Mi A). McConep. Rew Ff 
Bert Turner, The Poul and Bob Tecm, = 
‘Dr. 0. E. Sanden, Dr. John R. Rice. F 
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Boh Jones’ Revival 
— Sermons 


by Dr. Bob Jones, Sr. 


The Glorious Word 
said of these messages, 
“If you like to read 
sermons with the old- 
time ring in them I 
feel that you will be 
pleased as I was with 
these nine sermons.”’ 
We feel the same way! 
Dr. Rice says, _‘‘Dr. 
woke Bob has something of 
the earnestness of Truett, the story-telling 
charm of Rader, the sweet simplicity of 

ypsy Smith, and the courageous convic- 
tion of Billy Sunday.’’ These colorful ser- 
‘mons by a powerful evangelist of some fifty 
years experience are alive with drama, hu- 
mor, intrigue and human interest. Not a 
single dull line in any sermon. The book has 
Ser $2 binding, 186 pages and usually sells 
or $2. 


August sale price only 


AUGUST 
_ SALE 
SPECIAL 


- Book by John R. Rice 


“We Can Have 
Revival Now!” 


10 Chapters! 


yp RICE 


JOH 


gelist. Some of his best 
Clothbound! this book. 
201 Pages! Included are: 


Worth of a Soul,” 


Bound in 


a) 


$1.00 


(Usually $2.00) 


Sale price, 


God’s Cure For Anxious 


~The Home: Courtship 
Marriage and Children 


How To Have A Revival 


IMMANUEL: God ' 


by Evangelists Appeiman, 


by Dr. John R. Rice 


A great devotional 
gem filled with com- 
fort, encouragement, 
strength and promise. 
The nine sermons in 
this book which have 
been such a blessing 
to thousands are: 

God’s Cure for Anxious 
Care, Never Alone 
Never Forsaken, Water 
for the Thirsty, “Power 
to the Faint,” A Widow, 
A Pot of Oil, and God, 
‘] Thirst,” Affectionate 
Christians, “Sir, We would See Jesus,” and “I 
Will Love Thee, O Lord, My Strength.” 

Many buy this book to giwe to every be- 
reaved family among their acquaintance 
when death comes. Why not stock up now 
at the special sale price? Clothbound 127 
pages, usually $1.50 per copy, 


by Dr. John R. Rice 


Words could not be- 
gin to describe, in. so 
small a space, the im- 
measurable good, the 
scriptural Hght, the 
helpful instruction, the 
problem-solvin guid- 
ance contai in this 
one volume! Our files 
are filled with glowing 
testimonials from hap- 
py folks who have had 


their own lives, and 
the lives of. their 
loved ones changed 


through this Bible manual on a vital theme. 
Broken homes have been mended, souls have 
been saved, juvenile problems have been 
solved, strife has been eliminated, and many 
other wonderful results have come from 
studying this book. Pastors often give a 
copy to every couple they marry. Cloth 


Hankins, Hendley, Jones, 
Rice and Wells 


This is an almost e:x- 
haustible Bible manuai 
on revival. Dr. aris 
D. Whitesell of Nor h 
ern Baptist Seminar”: 
called it ‘A rev.val on 
paper.’ The . volun 
contains sound, scri. 
tural advice from S81. 
greatly used evangei 
ists whom God has 
long blessed in rev v: 
work. Some chapter titles are: 

“God’s Plan for a Revival,” “Preparing Chri: 
tians for Revival,” “The Kind of a Mess-g¢ 
Needed for Revival,’ “Personal Work in a R 
vival,” “Preparing for Unien Revivals,”’ a 
“Conserving the Results of a Revival.” 


This large clothbound book of nearly 4 


His Coronation, and 


ly $1.75. 


around the person and work ¢ 
and deals with His Birth Ar 
Incarnation, His For 


veness, 


is Invita 
gift volume, clothbound, 157 p 


by Dr. John R. Rice 


* The only one of Dr. 
Rice’s sermon books 


. printed just as they 
— were preached, word 


for word, in great re- 
vival campaigns all 
over the nation. Neat 
best thing to having 
a front row seat! All 
the humor, colloquial 
expressions, urgency of 
appeal, burning insist- 
ence of a regular re- 
vival service conduet- 
ed by a famous evan- 
messages are in 


“All of Satan’s Apples Have Worms,”’ “The 


“A One-Man Salvation,” 


“Peter and Jesus,” and 8 others. 


beautiful scarlet cloth, 
£54 pages and usually sells for $2.25. 


it has 


during August only 


’ 


$1.20 


The Soul-Winner’s Fire 


by Dr. John R. Rice 


A chaplain reports 
that one of his men 
read this book. and 
then “led twenty-five 
or more to _ accept 
Christ.’’ Another  sol- 
dier writes that he was 
ready to quit speaking 
to the lost until he 
found this book in his 
chaplain’s office. <A 
Minnesota minister 
writes, ‘‘I would say 
it is the book of the 
hour. Every single 
preacher and Christian 
worker ought to read it.’’ A California pas- 
tor says, ‘“‘Next to Spurgeon’s book, The 
Soul Winner, the reading of no other book 
has moved me so much to do soul win- 


oo en 281 large pages, 22 chapters, usually 


during August sale only ____. $2.00 


The Coming Kingdom 
Of Christ 


by Dr. John R. Rice 


Sane, sensible, serip- 
tural study of Old and 
New Testament prophe- 
cies relative to our 
Lord’s earthly kingdom. 
Will answer your prob- 
lems and questions, wil) 
plant a deep-seated long- 
ing in your soul for His 
return. 

Among the 15. bless- 
ed chapters are ‘“‘Bless- 
ings in the Study of Prophecy,’’ ‘Israel to 
Be Restored as a Nation,’’ ‘‘David’s King- 
dom Over Israel to be Restored Forever,’’ 
‘‘Some Unsaved on Earth in Natural Bodies 
‘“‘What Must Come 
Before the Kingdom—Looking for Jesus,’’ 


During Millennium,”’ 


and ‘‘Get Ready for Christ’s Coming.’’ 
Beautiful cloth binding, jacket by famous 


ning...’’ Available in both cloth and 

paper, 8 chapters, 114 pages. 

Sale price: Cloth: $1.20 1 2tist, 208 pages, 
Paper: $.28 ; sale price 


$1.60 


pages, with 25 chapters, usually selis fo 
$3.50. 


Our Augst sale price is only $2.80 


The Scarlet Sin 


During our August sale 
just - 


Sword Book Of Treasures 


t 
‘ 
i 
i 
Edited by John R. Rice 
i 
| 
| 


A big book of 21 
‘hapters containing 
sermons and articles Be 
by 18 greatly used nent 
of God. Here is a 
collection of. classics 
in. Christian literature 
from the very cream of 
articles printed in THE 
Sworp OF THE LORD 
during a 12-year per- 
iod, It will bless your 
heart, strengthen your 
faith, encourage and 
challenge you, as few 
books will. One of our 


most valuable Looks! 


Evangelist. Je Hendley said, ‘One of 
the most spiri ual books one could have 
upon his shelves ._ There is glory in this 
book!” 


An unusual 


1 rich jade-green 
cloth binding. 


during the 


y f° volume, 
2772 big pages, 


_.. $2.40 ! 


August sale 0 -y 


Revival Appeals 


by Dr. John R. Rice 


8 ee A} One 
APPEALS 


of our biggest 
bargains! This useful 
book contains 16 of Dr. 
Rice’s best evangelistic 
sermons. With bold, 
plain, tender language 
the author uses’ an 
abundance of Scripture 
to plead with the lost 
about salvation. Some of 
the messages are, 

“When God’s Patience 
Wears Out,”’ “What Jesus 
Said About Heil,” “The 
Criminal Who Wanted An- 
other Chance” “How a 
Lost Sheep Got Home,” “Facing the Pierced 
Jesus,” “‘No Room for Jesus,’”’ and “Missing 
Ged’s Last Train for Heaven.” 


Cloth binding, 216 pages, this book or- 
dinarily sells for $2.00 per volume but 
during our August 


sale you may get it for only $1.60 


¥ Puss 


AUGUST 
_ SALE 
SPECIAL 


Book by John R. Rice 


“We Can Have 
Revival Now!” 


10 Chapters! 
Clothbound! 
201 Pages! 


The. Power 


00665555 
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the Holy Spirit, 
vital themes. 


Bread From 


Bellevue Oven : 


by Dr. Robert G. Lee 


Some Dogs | Have Known 


When Skeletons 


Probably the South’s 
outstanding Baptist ora- 
tor, Dr. Lee was for 3 
successive terms the presi- 
dent of the Southern Bap- 
tist Convention. For more 
than a quarter of a cen- 
tury he has pastored the 
great Bellevue’ Baptist 
Church in Memphis, Ten- 
nessee. 

These sermons ring with 
the authority of a man 
who knows whereof he 
speaks. True-to-the-Bible. 
well illustrated carefully 
interesting, are these 8 

Included are ‘Chasing 


outlined, highly 
mighty messages, 


Fleas,” “Is Hell a Myth.” “The Taming 
of a Wild Man,’ “Up and Down a Tree,’ 
and ‘“‘Boo!’’ 


by Dr. Joe Henry Hankins 


Here are 12 fervent, 
soul-winning sermons 
which adequately live 
up to the title of the 
book! Evangelist Hy- 
man Appelman calls it 
‘‘worth its weight in 
diamonds for’ those 
who, in this day and 
time, would like to 
read and understand 
evangelistic preaching 
at its very best... 
They are readable, in- 
tensely practical. They 
will serve as a manual for preaching for 
preachers.. They will stir the hearts of 
Christians. They will bring the unsaved to 
a saving knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Be sure to add this book to your library.”’ 


by Dr. Bob Shuie: 


Out of Their C 


Bo by Dr 
A book of se 5 re ‘ 

just as blessed as he ae § Sund 

title is unusual! = er- é Times 

mons by Dr. Shui a this bo 

this volume are: * splendi 

Dogs I- Have Kno revival 

‘‘A Natton’s Chief : pei the bi 

set,’ “Fhe Loneline.. of give oO 

Jesus,” ‘The. 7 = y,’ ped in 

“The Truth,’ and h unbelie 

Life.” Tr. 

Three additiona said of 

; mons are by 3: of a thril 

Shuler’s sons: ‘‘History Horror Pi-.? sermon 
by Dr. Jack Shuler;, “One Phing Ch : _ given 

Could Not Do,’ by Rev. Phil Shule7 : sages have the old-time rin 


“Buffaloed,’ by Dr. R. P. Shuler, Jr. 
one sermon by Dr. Shuler’s father, D 
W. Shuler, “A Recipe for Prosperity ° 


‘Llso 


in these days.”’ 


time evangelist and that is 


You will find each of the 1 
illustrated, filled with Bible 


Be: ae 
with tongues, the gifts of 
and New Testaments, how to be filled with 
and many, 


only 


Cloth binding, 188 pages, sale price 


1.60 1 


by Dr. John R. Rice 


A valuable book 
dealing with the full- 
ness of the Holy Spirit 
for the Christian ‘in 
life and service. 
will find here 15 won- 
derful chapters dealing 
with anes y phase _ of 
the Holy Spirit’s min- 
istry in soul-winning 
power. Makes plain as 
day the Bible teach- 
about speaking 
the Spirit in Old 


many other 


Dr. Rice combines hundreds of Scriptures 
with the experiences of history’s great s 


You . 


$1.00 


(Usually $2.00) 
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soul winners in his conclusions. Billy Gra- 
ham named this book as one of the ten 
which has most influenced his life. Beauti- 
fully bound, carefully indexed, 


441 large pages, during our August 
sale only _. $2.40 


it’s Dynamite 


soasti by Dr. Lee Roberson 

A marvelous book 
of evangelistic  ser- 
mons based around 
the theme of Romans 

16, ‘‘For I am not 
ashamed of the gos- 
pel of Christ: for it 
is the power of God 
unto salvation to 
every one that be 
lieveth; to the Jew 
first, and also to the 
Greek.’’ 

The 12 sermons 
deal with the dyna- 
mite of faith, convic- 
tion,” words, prayer, suffering, vision, de- 
votion, doing right, the Spirit, the Gospel! 
and of-the Second Coming. These sermons 
have helped build one of the greatest soul- 
winning churches in the world and you will 
understand why when you have read them. 


ot 


or ORO 


eee 


Library binding, 130 pages, during 
August sale only 


Clothbound, 155 pages, usually $2.00. 
August sale price only ___._. $1.60 


August sale only 


Library binding, 142 pages, during 


positive in their appeal. 


$1.GO1 Cloth binding, 191 pages, « 


Household Salvation 


by Dr. John Linton 


There is only one John 
Linton and nowhere else 
can you find sermons 
like these! Filled with 
rich Scotch humor and 
practical Bible applica- 
tion, these 9 messages 
will convict the lost and 
challenge the saved. 
Among the sermons are: 

“God’s Handwriting,’’ 
“A Great  Rebellicn,’’ 
a Christian?” 
: Most Sensational 
Thing in the World,” and 
“The Brother of Pontius 
Pilate.” 

Dr. Robert G. Lee calls them “. . . satu- 
rated with common sense, plain as to the 
plan of salvation, adorned with quotations 
from wise men, throbbing with a spiritual 
passion for the lost, studded as with stars 
with apt illustrations.’’ 


Cloth binding, 126 pages, during Au- 
gust only $1.20 


_— -- — eee 


a—_ D>—_- F—- B-_- Z- E- WO- DB YW— 


“AndG  ‘emembered. .” 


by Dr. John R. Rice 


Here are 6 of Dr. 
Rice’s favorite mes- 
sages, chosen with 
eare, to comfort trou- 
bled hearts. One Wwo- 
man, doubting that 
God loved her after her 
husband had been sud- 
jienly killed, read this 
book and wrote, “I 
vent home, sat down, 
1ever got up till I had 
read the book. I was 

--9 sure God had for- 


OTHER AUCUST SALE BARG 


gotten un, book put new life, new 
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- Out Good, Gospel Literature! 


SWORD 


T SALE! 


Until Midnight August 31 


EL: God With Us 


by Dr. John R. Rice 


The president of Beb 
Jones Univefsity said 
oe volume: ‘‘This 

k appeals to me as 
much, Or more than 
anything I have read 
from the pen of this 
good man and great 
preacher. It has 
straight-forward — sim- 
plicity, evangelistic 
punch with § spiritual 
sweetness.’’ 

Every Bible sermon 

the book centers 
rson and work of the Saviour 
h His Birth Announeed, His 
jis Forgiveness, His Return, 
1, and His Invitation, A lovely 
lothbound. 157 pages, normal- 


Knox. 


< 


book with 8 Gospel 


August sale only it is 


1.40: it for only | 


A Know-So Salvation 


by Dr. John R. Rice 


The Standaraé com- 
mented of this vol- 
ume, “. . . the style 
simple and the 
message Bible-satur- 
ated. Every sermon is 
a barbed arrow aimed 
at the sinner’s heart 
-. . « Besides being a 
good book to place 
into the hands of an 
unsaved friend, it 
makes helpful read- 
ing to Christians, es- 


pecially preachers, 
solemnly reminding 
them of the soul- 


winning obligation.’’ 


This is an unusually lovely clothbound 


sermons on 192 pages. 


Many have been helped by its message. The 
regular retail price is $2.00, but 


during our August sale you may have 


$1.60 
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PRAYER---Asking And 
eee Receiving 


by Dr. John R. Rice 


One of the most pop- 
ular books on prayer 
ever printed. In the 
past 13 years 
have been 165,000 cop- 
ies roll off the presses. 
You will agree with 
Dr. Robert G. Lee. 
‘‘For me there is not 
a dull line in the 
book!’’ Lee Roberson 
says Prayer has ‘‘had tremendous and last- 
ing influence upon my ministry.’’ 

Dr. Rice combines an abundance of Scrip- 
ture with convincing personal illustrations 
to show God’s eagerness in answering a 
Christian’s prayers for everything and any- 
thing he needs. The 22 chapters are divided 
into 6 sections: ‘‘The Nature of Prayer,’’ 
‘“What to Pray For,’’ ‘‘How to Pray,’’ ‘‘Per- 
sistence in Prayer,’’ ‘‘Limitless Possibilities 
of Prayer,’’ and ‘‘Sin and Prayer.’’ 


Cloth binding, 328 large pages, sale 
price only 2.00 
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Bobbed Hair, Bossy Wives, 
Women Preachers 


ey by Dr. John R. Rice 
A Massachusetts 


of 21 
aining 


iss ae housewife wrote, ‘‘This 
a book changed my life 
dansine completely, and I can 
ature honestly say that since 
sam of I have heeded God’s 
” THE Word in my life as a 

TOR wife, Our marriage has 
r per- been ver so happy.”’ 
your The six chapters of 


this volume are en- 


ye 


or 


What It Costs to Be 


The volume contains 
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SALE 
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by Dr. John R. Rice 


the fruit of 30 years 
of earnest, heart- 
searching preaching to 
Ohristians, callina 
them back to Bible 
standards, back to 
separation, back to an 
ali-on-the-altar. dedica- 


Book by John R. Rice 


“We Can Have 
Revival Now!” 
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Skeletons Come 
| Their Closets 


by Dr. John R. Rice 


Sunday School 
Times commented of 
this book, ‘‘Not only 
splendid grist for the 
revivalist, but one of 
the best books. to 
give or lend, wrap- 
ped in prayer, to the 
unbelieving reader.’’ 
Dr, Bob Jones, Sr., 
Said of them, ‘‘What 
a thrill your book of 
sermons . has 
_given me. The mes- 
ie old-time ring of the old- 
st and that is what we need 


d each of the 11 sermons well 
led with Bible quotations and 


Is Jesus God? 


by Dr. John R. Rice 


Six thrilling, con- 
vincing chapters: ‘‘Is 
Jesus God?’ ‘‘Letter 
to a Modernist,’’ ‘’The 
Virgin-Born Saviour,”’ 
“Old Testament Proph- 
ecies Miraculously Ful- 
filled in Christ,’ ‘‘The 
Resurrection of 
Christ,’’ and ‘‘What Is 
oA md With a Modern- 
st?’’ 


A Kentucky pastor 
wrote, ‘‘This is. the 
greatest work you have 
done. Let me say that 
the book has thrilled me beyond words. It 
is the most concise, straightforward and 
biblical presentation .of the Person of the 
Lord Jesus I believe I have ever read.’’ 


Bound in blue cloth, 207 pages, large 


The Ruin Of A Christian 


by Dr. John R. Rice 


Hundreds agree with 
Moody Bible Institute 
professor Rev. J. C 
Macaulay, who wrote, 
“Your vest work so 
far sound doc- 
trine and keen appli- 
cation ., apostolic 
boldness with rare ten- 
derness.”?’ The presi- 
dent of Wheaton Col- 
lege, Dr. V. Raymond 
Edman, commented of 


book 

read by every Christian.” The CHRISTIAN 

HERALD called ‘them sermons that ‘‘dless 
and burn—and challenge mightily!’’ 

Especially impressive are the chapters, 

“God’s Slaughter Crew,’? “The Curse of 

Hidden Sims,’? and “‘Washing Dirty Feet.’’ 
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g, 191 pages, only $1.60 
| 


type, normally retailing for $2.00, 
during our August sale only $1.60 . 


Library binding, illustrated jacket, 
12 chapters, 253 large pages, $2.00 


|.» ' Getti 
os 3 ng Things From God 
| 
Rice ; BO by Dr. Charles Blanchard 
yf Dr. : A tremendous book 
mes- |» of 24 practical, inspir- 
halt | ing, helpful chapters 
ie wo-'! on how to pray by a 
that ! man who lived a life of 
ler her deep prayer. Dr. 
d this ! Blanchard, the second 
e, ye president of Wheaton 
rt ' College, firmly believ- 
T was ! | ed that God is One 
a for- who openly delights in 
e, new , the opportunity to ar 
1 Swer a believer’s prayer. He tells of many 
a antly § wonderful answers to prayer In his own 
1 chal- | ©XPerience, he shows what could be hin- 
1 book . dering your prayer life, and carefully out- 
pages. 1 lines the conditions of successful prayer. 
| _ Sturdily bound in white, 274 pages, 
1.20 during August only 2.00 


: BARGAINS ON NEXT PAGE 


What New Doctrine 
Is This? 


by Dr. Bob Shuler 


For ptmgency of lan- 
guage, for holy boldness, 
or spiritual imsight, for 
eart-moving power, these 
are among the greatest 
messages published in this 
generation. There is an 
integrity of thought, a 
persuasweness, a deft in- 
sertion of illustrations, 
and a practical common 
sense approach to moral problems that will 
keep you reading steadily to the end. 


Unusual sermons included in this volume 
are; “Paul Answers David,’ “Breeding and 
Growing Death,’ “A Oireuit Rider’s Ser- 
mon,’ and “Battling the Stars.’? Bound in 
buff Mactex, 159 pages, 12 sermons, 


$1.60 


during August only 


AUGUST 
SALE 
SPECIAL 


Book by John R. Rice 


“We Can Have 
Revival Now!” 


10 Chapters! 
Clothbound! 
201 Pages! 


$1.00 


(Usually $2.00) 


’ 


4 FX Le 


Wwe * 


Se at 


Vital Booklets 
on 29 
Important Themes 


~ ONLY 12c EACH 


(Regular Price 15c) 


= 


eed 


Beautiful 534” x 7%" Booklets of 24 to 20 
pages each 


ALL HAVE SINNED. The sin subject treated powerfully - 
and convincingly, proving that there is no difference be- 
tween the moral man and drunkard, the virtuous. wife an 
harlot, the good citizen and the criminal, the believer and j 
the infidel in this matter. Convicts, converts and blesses. 

THE BACKSLIDER,. Deals with (1) What Is a Back- 
slider? (2) Why People Backslide; (3) The Sorrows of ? 
Backsliding; (4) Backslider, Saved or Lost? (5) Hew te 
Get Back to Full Fellowship With God. Tender and sym- 
pathetic, yet firm, scriptural and scholarly throughout. 

BLOODY HANDS AND HOW TO CLEANSE THEM 
Gives the seven-fold sin of not winning souls and then , 
outlines God’s way in sou} winning. Very helpful. 

CAN A SAVED PERSON EVER BE LOST? 
some sound Bible teaching on a matter which disturbs , 
many. This bocklet is an exceptionally fine one to place . 
into the hands of troubled Christians, vexed because they 
have failed to distinguish between law and grace, works 
and faith. 

CHRIST’S LITERAL REIGN ON EARTH FROM 
DAVID’S THRONE AT JERUSALEM. A Bible-filled mes- 
sage answering many problems concerning this all-impor® 
ant subject. Every student of prophecy should get a copy for 
earnest study. Extremely helpful. 

CORRECTION AND DISCIPLINE OF CHILDREN, 
Gives Bible proof that.children need correction, that parenis 
must account for the discipline and control of their child- 
ren. Shows how lack of discipline leads to public shame . 
and how whipping children keeps them out of Hell. Gives . 
advice also by Susannah Wesley. 

COURTSHIP AND THE DANGERS OF PETTING. A 
booklet which should be in the hands of every teenager. 
Gives frank, plain, chaste warning about the disaster com- 
ing from yielding to the sin of petting. Very helpful. 

CROSSING THE DEADLINE. As the title implies, thie 
is a sermon dealing with the unpardonable sin, what it is, 
who commits it, and how to know it. This 32-page booklet 
will answer your questions and shed much light on the , 
subject about which so many are in the dark. 

DAVID AND BATHSHEBA, or SIN AND THE CHRIS- 
TIAN. A _ heart-searching analysis of the causes behin 
David’s sin, showing the progress of hidden sin and the 
terrible four-fold consequences David reaped, - 

DIVORCE, THE WRECK OF MARRIAGE. Shows God’s 
attitude toward the sin of divorce and gives 8 very help- 
ful suggestions for restoring lost love in marriage. 

EIGHT GOSPEL ABSURDITIES IF A BORN. AGAIN 
SOUL EVER LOSES SALVATION. A companion beook- 
let to CAN A SAVED PERSON EVER BE LOST? Uses 
many, many scriptures combined with irrefutable logic to 
how the security of a child of God. 

A GOOD MAN LOST AND A BAD MAN SAVED. 
Moving and tender! Shows how many moral people will be 
lost while many wicked, immoral sinners will be saved. A 
most solemn warning to all who are trusting their ewn 
works. 

HEALING IN ANSWER TO PRAYER. A sane, scriptur- 
al booklet on a most controversial theme, It recognizes 
God’s power to heal and the fact that it is often His will 
to heal, but also presents proof that it is sometimes God's 
will for Christians to use doctors and medicine. A clear dis- 
cussion to healing in the atonement. Many testimonies. 

HELL—WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS ABOUT IT. A large 
booklet of 6 chapters, 40 pages. Contains an abundance of 
plain, practical Bible teaching about the reality of Hell. 
Answers infidels, warns the lost, challenges Christians to 
get busy in the business of snatching souls from the bur- 
ning. Give them to your lost friends. 

HOW GREAT SOUL WINNERS WERE FILLED WITH 
THE HOLY SPIRIT. Glorious experiences, testimonies and 
facts about D. L. Moody, R. A. Torrey, J. Wilbur Chapman, 
Charles H. Spurgeon, Charles G. Finney, Billy Sunday and 
many other great soul winners. 

INFIDELS—ANSWERED BY THERE IMMORTALS. 
Contains “My Infidelity and What Became of It,” by B. H. 
Carroll; “How I know There Is a God,” by Dr. R. A. 
Torrey; and “‘D. L, Moody and the Freethinkers” by George 
Soltau. 

THE*LAST JUDGMENT OF THE UNSAVED DEAD. A 
clear, evangelistic exposition of Revelation 20:11-15, deserib- 
ing what will happen when lost sinners stand before the 
Christ they rejected for judgment. One of the strongest 
sermons ever preached by Dr. Rice and deserves wide dis- 
tribulation. Order a quantity to use in personal work. 

NEGLECT, THE SHORTEST WAY TO HELL. A clear 
warning to those who put off salvation showing where such 
delay leads. Attractive cover design, impressive illustra- 
tions. Will arouse, conyict, convert. 

NEVER ALONE, NEVER FORSAKEN. God’s great and 


sweet truth for the Christian—that he is never alone or for- 


saken, but always cared for and watched over by a lev- 
ing Lord. Suitable for any who need comfort, 

PEARLS OF PARADISE. An eloquent sermon by D. 
Clinton N. Heward concerning the lovely names of our 
wonderful Lord. One of the most popular sermons ever 
printed in THE SWORD OF THE LORD. 

REBELLIOUS WIVES AND SLACKER HUSBANDS. 
A needed message fer American homes showing what is 
wrong and giving God’s way for blessing and happiness. 
A real home ! ; 

RELIGIOUS BUT LOST! Proof from the Bible that mil- 
lions who expect to ge to Heaven will never get there. 
Shocking, startling truth! Proof that many church mem- 
bers, lodge members, religious moral people, and many 
preachers are really lost and will go to Hell. 

SAVED FOR CERTAIN. Deals with how to get salva- 
tion, how to know it and how to keep it. Reassuring Scrip 
tures for those whe need assurance of salvation. Has helped 
many. : 

SERMON FROM A CATHOLIC BIBLE. A reverent, 
kindly book, ideal for your Roman Catholic friends and | 
neighbors. Using the Catholic Bible, Dr. Rice shows what | 
it says about the Bible, the infallibility of the Pope, 
whether priests should marry, the Mass, who the sinner’s 
mediator is, and how te be sayed. ic 

SUNDAY OR SABBATH, WHICH SHOULD CHRIS- 
TIANS OBSERVE? Exposes the heresies of Seventh-Day 
Adventists and other false cults confused concerning law 
and grace. Very clear in showing Saturday was the Sab- 
bath for Jews only and that the New Testament warns 
Christians not to observe it. 

TOBACCO: IS ITS USE A SIN? Shows what the Bible 
says about defiling the body of a Christian, gives scientific 
facts relative to tobacco’s harmful and hurtful influence inv 
the body, tells how to quit from a doctor’s standpoint and 
from a preacher’s viewpoint. 

TRAILED BY A WILD BEAST. A sermon with “Be sure 
your sin will find you out” as its text. A sermon your sin- 
ner friends will not forget after reading. Sure to produce 
strong, lasting conviction. Also has a tender invitation ser- 
mon included, “Come Unto Me.” 


saver! 
S 


THE UNEQUAL YOKE. A much needed message for our day clearly setting forth the Bible teach- 
ing about Christians being unequally yoked with unbelievers in lodges, churches, or marriage. Im- 


portant teaching for every Christian. 


VERBAL INSPIRATION OF THE BIBLE. 


the product of direct, divine revelation. 


Proof from the Bible that the original manuscripts are 


Scholarly, inexpensive, simple and effective. Also includes 


a message on the Scientific Accuracy of the Bible. Especially good to place in the hands of young 


people. 
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- price only 


- Other August Sale Books At Real Bargain Values! 


Tne yn? ji’ yt Sd 


‘ene Te In 
Lie Inne 


Books by Various Authors 


Clothbound:. 
How to Obtain Fullness of: Power, by Dr. R. A. 


Torrey. A great reprint by a great preacher of. 


the past dealing with the power of the Word, of the 
blood, of the :Spirit, . of prayer, and of the sur- 


rendered life. Five chapters, 76 pages, sale price... | 
only = $1.20 fF 


- The Preacher ond His: Preaching, by Dr. W. B. 


Riley: Valuable advice from: a.man who pastored. 


one church nearly. half a. century. Discusses .both 
the man and his. message. Practical advice for ser- 


mon building. Fourteen chapters, 146 pages, August 


price | $1.60 


The Bible: Its Christ, and Modernism, by Dr. T. tas 


McCrossan. L. S. Keyser declared, “If ever modern- 


ism has received a crushing blow, it has received 
it in this book.” Every informed Christian needs it’ 
on his 
pages; 6 main divisions, special August sale price - 


shelf. This lovely library volume’ has 215 


only $2.00 


A Reward for Jerry, by Grace Rice MacMullen. A 
delightfully fascinating adventure story that will be 
treasured by young people everywhere, Profusely 
illustrated by Jessie Rice Sandberg, 96 pages, usual- 
ly $1.25. August sale price only $1.00 


Paperbound: 
What’s Wrong With: Gambling? by Evangelist 
‘James V. Lamb:;, Five startling chapters dealing 
with gambling. Many facts! 63 pages,. special or 


The Christian and the Liquor Traffic, by Dr. Sam 
Morris. Gives biblical, scientific, practical and moral 
grounds for opposing liquor. 64 pages, sale price $.40 


Present Day Methodism and. the Bible, by Newton 
C. Conant. Written by a Methodist about Methodist 
modernism. 112 large pages, during August sale $.80 


Vest-Pocket Companion for Soul Winners, by Dr. 
R. A. Forrey. An 118 page collection of Scriptures 
to answer every excuse of sinners. During August 
sale only $.28 


Poems That Preach, compiled by John R. Rice. 
110 poems, 64 pages, only $.40 


101. Christian Cartoons, by Charles Ramsay. 112 
pages, sale price $.80 


Sword Revival Songs. Compilation of 181 choice 
songs, including 31 gospel choruses. Durable maroon 
leatherette cover. Sale price each: $.48. 

per hundred: $30.00 


Separation: The Twentieth Century Issue, by 
Evangelist Robert L. Sumner. Deals with worldli- 
ness among Christians. Sale:price each: ___. $.08 
per dozen: a $.80 
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iN BW Books! 


Here are cur 6 latest books, all of' them intense- 
ly practical and helpful, which you may purchase 
at areal savings during our special August: sale. 


‘These hew books, just as with all our other publi- 
' cations, ‘may: ae had at a Ayah -discount during 


this time. 


- THE KING OF THE JEWS. A * Geimiataey on the Ciel 
According to Matthew, by Dr. "John R. Rice. This is a tre- 
mendous book of over 500 pages treating Matthew 
verse-by-verse exposition. Reliable, spiritual  discussiéns of: the 
Aan oc doctrines of the faith, Sturdy library volume, two-color 
acke 


FORMULA FOR‘ REVIVAL, by Dr. Hyman J. Appelman. 
Comprises the First Annual Lecture on Revival and Evangelism 
delivered at Tennessee Témple Schools in 1954. Ten: cha 


pters, . 
168 pages, usually sells for $2.00. During August sale-only: $1.60 


DEATH ... AND AFTER?, by Dr. Lee Roberson. Séven 
sermons to comfort the bereaved, answer the questions-of those 
facing eternity, and to warn the unsaved. Beautiful hard :bind- 
ing, 93 pages, during the special summer sale only $1.20 


WHEN THE KING COMES BACK, by Dr. Oswald J. Smith. 
A prophetic book dealing with the return of Christ as King. 
Some of the chapters are: “When the Kingdom Has Béen Es- 
tablished.” “When the Prophets 
Ezekiel Saw the King,” and “When the Apostles Saw the 
Kingdom,”’ Beautiful hard-backed library volume, 9 chapters, 


with a 


usually $3.95 but during Angust sale only $3.16 


Saw the Kingdom,” “When 
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| Books by Dr. John i. Rice 
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Clothbound: 


“ [welve Tremendous Themes, Dr. Robert Gi Lee 
wrote, “This book is truth’ simply and pungently 
phrased. It sets' forth conclusions clearly: and con- 
cisely expressed. It is declaration saturated and 
foundationed. with the Scriptures. It makes appeal 
wooingly and’ earnestly uttered. This book is real 
bread and meat for the strengthening of Christians, 
real milk for nourishing the Christian, honey. for 
sweetening the Christian, fire for warming. the 
Christian, Those who read: it and lay hold of its 
truths will know that it’ is stimulation forthe 
sluggard, stirring for the complacent, anchorage for 
the unstable, ‘courage for the timid, insistence for 
the undecided.” ° 

Clothbound,. 248: large pages, wroly $2.50. ee 


August sale only . in 


All About Christian . Giving. One of the most 
challenging books ever written on the matter of 
giving, especially in the chapter, “Giving Your Way 
to Prosperity.” Many Scriptures, many personal 
illustrations. Thirteen chapters, 174 pages, avail- 
able in both paper and cloth binding. During August 
sale: Cloth: $1.56 © : Paper: $.80 


Paperbound: 
Lodges Examined by the Bible. Nine chapters, js 
pages, sale’ price: only 
What Is Wrong With. The Movies? Very BHO 
examination’ of ‘the movie, evil. ‘Ten chapters, 117 
pages, now in 17th edition, During August sale 
only: 


What’s Weer With the Dance?. Helpful sermon, 


— ee ee ee ee 


44 pages, August sale price: $.28 
Speaking With. Tongues, Five kindly chapters, 79 
pages, sale price .only — a $.40 
The Resurrection. of . Jesus Christ. Two-color 
cover, 54 pages, during August: a $.40 


Seven Secrets of a Happy, Prosperous, Christian 


$.63° 
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- centuries: jealousy, gossip, selfishness, 


sale only $1.00 


the Christian and his sins. 


The chapter, 
Christian,’’ 


chased for only $1.40 


136 pages, usually $1.50. During August sale only $1:20- 
FIVE ANCIENT SINS by Dr. Lee Reberson. Déals with 
five deadly sins which have plagued men down through the 


ness! Striking yellow cover, blue lettering, hardbound library 
edition, 74 pages. An ideal gift! During our special’ August 


WHEN A CHRISTIAN SINS, by Dr. John R. Rica .Not a 
book of sermons but 6 carefully prepared chapters dealing with 


is worth many times the price of the book. Hard- 
nd cover, 134 pages, during the August sale may be ‘pur- 


malice and unfaithful- 


Sant 


“What Sin Does to .a 


“What Must I Do To 


cover, 


USE THIS HANDY ORDER FROM 


Over 7 million printed in ‘English; many millions in 
foreign languages. Thousands won to Christ. 
24 pages, during August sale; per hundred, 
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Life. Ideal gift for new converts, defeated Chris- 
tians. Order now and save! 64 large pages! August 
sale price: & $.40 
Bible Facts About Heaven, Lovely ‘gift booklet, 
62 pages, during August: . as $.40 
The Angel’s. Christmas Message. Order now and 
save! 32 pages, sale price: sles $.24 
Bible Baptism. Eight helpful chapters, 64 pages. 
Special sale price: $40 
Jewish Persecutions and Bible Prophecies. 7 chap- 
ters, 47 pages. Only: . $.28 


SWORD OF THE LORD PUBLISHERS 


214. West Wesley Street 


Wheaton, Illinois 


Total Amount Enclosed $ 


(For your own protection please send check or money order) ) 
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With all‘Orders Totaling $5.00 or More 


A A ; # * s BS 
ll About Christian Giving 
by- Evangelist Jolin R. Rice, D.D., Litt.D. 

As a special bonus to all those who order at 
least $5.00 worth: of books during our annual 
August sale, we will give a free PAPER- 
BOUND. copy of ALL ABOUT CHRISTIAN 
GIVING by Dr. Rice. This book regularly 
retails for $1 a volume in the paper binding, 
has 13 chapters, a wonderful gift. Offer good 


only till August 31. 


= The Second Coming of Christ in Daniel, with 
B \ 2” ie Chart. 43 pages. Sale price: : $.23° 
e ave : | Bible Lessons on the Book of. Revelation. 46 large 
@ pages. Sale price: —. $.28 
“Attractive Christmas Pageant. A. Christmas play in Bible 
$1.60 language, 23 pages. Only $A | a 
a piniptannspaieemsmay agp cent apasnnmtatitnspiaipiiis ea ; 
| —— 
) : During I 
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_t GLOTHBOUND BOOKS BY DR. JOHN R, RICE 


= 


z....A Know-So Salvation TE Salle 
---~ All About Christian Giving Bg o 
.... “And God‘ Remembered” S20 ateinsiiate 
~~~ Bobbed Hair, Bossy Wives, Women Preachers: ~._.$1.00°....._.. 
~.-- Coming Kingdom of. Christ $1 OP rcwcnun 
«<-.. God’s Cure for Anxious Care’ BEBO sa cnttinnibinus 
i.-. Home: Courtship, Marriage, Children $2.00 
a-.. Immanuel: ‘God With Us’ BF OO cs eicrentensionll 
«--. Is Jesus God? BAGO | einen 
....- King of the Jews (Matthew) $3.16 
Sil Power of Pentecost $2.40 
---- Prayer—Asking and Receiving 92:00 ~.....c0 
~.-- Revival Appeals $3560 . cnwcssne 
~~~. Ruin of a Christian OB:00 sciwincum 
._-- Scarlet Sin, The ‘ $1.80 
_-.- Soul Winner’s Fire, The $1.20 - cok o 
---- Twelve Tremendous: Themes $2.00 
-.-~ We Can Have Revival Now $1.00 
i... What It’ Costs to be A’ Good Christian: $1.80 
‘tuue When a. Ohristian Sins $1.40 
.... When Skeletons Come Out’ of Their Closets ..... ouee ee i 


~--.. All About Christian Giving | eee 
---- Angel’s Christmas Méssage 8) ae 
--~ Bible Baptism SMO cncistniaii 
«~~ Bible Facts About Heaven BRO | omathomnieiha 


«... Bible’ Lessons on Revelation a ee $ ..28 


é~.. Bobbed Hair, Bossy Wives, Etc. af = 
---- Christmas Pageant Di che Neddatessnes 
‘je Jewish: Persecution ae eo 
— Lodges Examined . Oe ices 
~-.. Poems That’ Preach ih jircenitttniaiicie 
~... Resurrection of Jesus Christ | ee 
i... Sécortd Coming of Christ in Daniel Oy BBP ccdidietintane 


3... Seven Secrets of a Happy Prosperous Christian Life $ .40 


PAPERBOUND BOOKS BY DR. JOHN R. RICE 


“ae ee er 


POSITIVELY! No orders filled at the above prices:after August 31, 1955 


-.-- Speaking With Tongues FF AO cnwwinnn 
.... Soul Winner’s Fire, The GBR titteinne, 
-... What Is Wrong with the Movies? FOP cece 
-... What’s Wrong with the Dance? PRC chbids wince 


CLOTHBOUND BOOKS BY: VARIOUS AUTHORS 
---- Bible, Its Christ’ and Modernism: (MéCrossan) -_..$2.00  ____-_ ‘ 
--.. Bob Jones’ Révival Sermons (BoébJones, Jr.) ~..._. $1.60 


-.-. ““‘What Must I Do to Be Saved?’ (per hundred) -_$1.60°.......- ---. Bread‘ From. Bellévue Oven (Lee) $1560" 2 506k ee 
~.__. Death... And After? (Robersen) | BAW ceca 
150 PAMPHLET SERIES ee — 
-~-.. Five’ Ancient’ Sins’ (Roberson) Ct. 00" cies 
~.... ONE EACH OF ALL 29 BOOKLETS in : 
the following list $3.20: ..-~ Formula for Revival (Appelman) $2.60 2-5-5 S 
.... All. Have Sinned st I tics incon --.. Getting Things From God (Blanchard) $2.00 i. 
---- on + ~ 12 -------- | ____ Household Salvation (Linton) S166. 
nears y Hands Bo bBo nicconcinn , . : 
ian, Slat ap Miao iain Be 1 ie ---. Howto Havea' Revival (Edited by Rice, Wells) ...$2.80 ...-_-— 
_... Christ’s Literal Reign on Earth Ot.78 ---- How to Obtain Fullness of .Power (Torrey ) OSU sacedtacaeieans 
~..- Correction and Discipline of Children Bei BBs otis cicmeais ---- It’s Dynamite’ (Roberson) 800 csek. 
---~ Courtship and Petting F 12-2... --.. Old-Time» Réligion tHankins) $2566 o 38c5 
cieedinai j $s. diindtihintientiins : 
se tustentes the Deadline ~--. Preacher and His Preaching (Riley) Bi,00 a 
ne rns and Bathsheba ibe tear mwas -~.-. Reward for Jerry (MacMullen) $1.00 .ccceue 
iis er ea pag eae Marriage : 5 eA: ihe ~  ---- Some Dogs I Have Known (Shuler) 01.00 \ccdae pe 
— nat rae ay ge ree: ret aes ..-. Sword Book of Treasures (Edited by John Rice) ..-$2.40.______- 
waa ais _ an Say = seaacamate - ___. What New Doctrine Is This?’ (Shuler) S140 2 “ 
oe sseectetaa in Answer to Prayer $ 12 ---. When The King Comes Back (Smith) $1.20 
..... Helh—What the Bible Says About It $ .12 
_.«... How Great. Soul Winners Were Filed : | PAPERBOUND BOOKS BY VARIOUS AUTHORS: 
With the Holy Spirit | ‘ MP asectwne _... Christian atid/the Liquor Tyaffic. (Morris) ¢ WO a 
-«.. Infidels—Answered by 3 Immortals: es oncoenetat --.. Christiam: Cartoons,, 101 (Ramsay) S Oa a 
—-- ans seem the Peres sp 6 emcee .... Poems That Preach’. (Edited ‘by J. Rice) © MW seats 
wit ss aera’ vali e ; sina i ie b Day, Methodi (Cansint), © His e 
peared | a tee Seamres ete ee ce ---. Sword Revival ‘Songs, per copy. -- $. AOR cum cue - 
onaies se — mig - : - ~se----- per hundred ; $30.009..---- 
eee enna rie Saad r Husbands -_ \ppaiieaecais 8 _... Twentieth Century Issue—Separation (Sumner) .-..$ .66%...... on 
—) Religious, But Lost Sis eae meee (per dozen) $ 80 sn td ae ml 
--.. Saved for Certain -_. $.12.--...- - ---.~ Vest Pocket’? Oompanion (Torrey) a S36 ie i 
--+. Sermon From a Catholic Bible. $ .12 -------- | _____ What’s Wrong with Gambling (Lamb) 9 40k 
omits Sunday or Sabbath . OW cas ; 
.... Tobacco: Is Its Use'a Sin? PL et ‘ | 
_oa«. Trailed by a Wild’ Beast “gee wal’ Atsoant’: Osdened $ 
.... Unequal Yoke, The ©. AD ntenene Plus:Postage and Handling (Please add 5% of order 
_... Verbal Inspiration of the Bible ae aa etait for postage and handling—minimum charge 15c) ae 
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The Wonder of the Book 


(Continued from page 1) 


ous men without any intention, so 
far as we can tell, of anything 
like concerted arrangement. One 
man wrote one part in Syria, 
another man wrote another part 
in Arabia, a third man wrote 
in Italy or Greece. Some writers 
wrote hundred of years after or 
before the others, and the first 
part was written about fifteen 
hundred years before the man who 
wrote the last part was born, for 
the authorship of the books of the 
Bible ranges over a period of 
nearly sixteen centuries. 

Now. take -any other book you 
can think of on the spur of the 
moment and think how it came 
to be a book. In nine cases out 
of ten a man determined to write 
a book. Then he thought out the 
thoughts. Then he collected the 
material. Then he wrote it, or 


dictated it. Then he had it copied 


or printed; and it was completed 


within say two or three or more 


months or years. The average 


- ‘pook, we may suppose, takes from 


a year to ten years to produce, 
though a book like Gibbons’ De- 
cline and Fall of the Roman Em- 
pire or Tennyson’s Poems, took 
longer to complete. But, generally 
speaking, any book you can think 
of has been produced by one man 
within his own generation. Now, 
here is a Book that took at least 
one thousand five hundred years 
to write, and spanned the span 
of sixty generation of this famous 
old world’s history. 

It enlarges our conception of 
God; it gives us new ideas of 
His infinite patience; we think 
of the wonder of His calm, quiet 
waiting as He watched the strain 
and the haste and the restlessness 
of man across the feverish years, 
while slowly and silently the 
great Book grew. Here a little 
and there a little of it came on; 
here a bit of history, and there 
a bit of prophecy; here _a poem, 
and there a biography; and at 
Jast in process of time, as silent- 
ly as the House of the Lord of 
old (I Kings 6:7) it came forth 
before a needy world in its fin- 
ished completeness. 


~ When Moses died there were 
only five small portions. When 
David sat upon the throne there 
were a few parchments more. One 
by one princes and priests and 
prophets laid on the growing pile 
their greater and smaller con- 
tributions, until in process of time 
the whole of the Old Testament 
Bible was written in its entirety; 


word for word, letter for letter, 


sentence for sentence, book for 
book, precisely as we 
have it now, intact and complete. 
As Josephus, the famous Jewish 
historian declared: ‘Never, al- 
though many ages have elapsed, 
has ever any one dared to take 
away or to add, or to transpose 
anything whatever, for it is im- 
planted in all the Jews from their 
earliest childhood to speak of them 
as the decrees, or statutes, of 
God.” 


But if the construction of the 
thirty-nine books of the Old Test- 
ament is wonderful, the formation 
of the twenty-seven books of the 
New Testament is equally super- 
human. For the New Testament 
is even a greater miracle from the 
literary standpoint than the Old 


Testament. The Jews, we know, 


were not a writing people, One 
hardly knows of a Jew who ever 
wrote a book, except Josephus, 
and we doubt very much if the 
average man or woman could 
mention two. Their training, as 
Bishop Westcott once said, was 
exclusively oral and they had a 
disinclination for literary work. 


Everything in the national and 


Spiritual position of the apostles 
Was unfavorable to the formation 
of a written record. 

To their Jewish minds the Old 
Testament admitted no rival, and 
Seemed to require no supplement. 
That the New Testament should 


ever have been written by Jews 
is a moral miracle of overwhelm- 
ing dignity. Not only so, but their 
Master was not a writer. Jesus 
never wrote a line as far as we 
know, and the idea of their writ- 
ing an additional or supplemen- 
tary Bible would never seem to 
have entered the mind of His dis- 
ciples. They would doubtless have 
sprung back with horror at the 
very idea of such a thing, and for 
fifty years after Jesus was born 
there was probably not a line 
of the New Testament written. 
But then, by the mystic sugges- 
tion and overruling design of the 
Almighty Spirit, without any con- 
certed collaboration or unity of 
plan, fragment by fragment, here 
a little letter, there a biography, 
the New Testament grew. But re- 
member; there was no prearrange- 
ment. It was not as if Matthew, 
and Mark, and Luke, and John 


‘came together in committee, and 


after solemn conference and seek- 
mg for the leading of the Spirit, 
Matthew undertook to write of 
Christ as the King, and Mark 
said, “I would like for my part 
to write of Him as the Worker,” 
and Luke said, “And I think I 
will undertake to delineate Him 
as the Man,” and then John said 
“Well, I will crown it all by writ- 
ing of Him as the Son of God!” It 
was not as if Paul met James one 
day and after talking and praying 
about it, Paul agreed to write 
of the dogmatic, and James of 
the practical aspects of Christian- 
ity. Nothing of the sort. There is 
no trace of such a thing. They 
simply wrote as they were moved 
by the Holy Ghost (II Pet. 1:21), 
to meet some passing need, to 
express some earnest ionging, to 
teach some glorious’ truth, by a 
letter, or treatise; or a memoir. 
And so this composite of frag- 
mentary memoirs. and, letters 
came into. this: miraculous unit 
that we call the New Testament. 
Yes! The Book is marvelous; it 
is transcendental: it is altogether 
unexplainable. It is the miracle 
of literature in its origin and con- 


‘struction, for as Bishop Westcott 


says, “There is no trace of any 
designed connection between the 
separate books, and still less of 
any outward unity or complete- 
ness in the entire collection. If 
the books combined to form a per- 
fect whole, then this complete- 
ness is due, not to any conscious 
cooperation of the authors, but to 
the will of Him by Whose power 
they wrote and wrought.” In one 
word: The very existence of the 
Bible is an overwhelming proof 
that the Book is not of man, but 
that it is a production of Almighty 
God. 


The Wonder of Its Unification 


Another marvel: it is one Book, 
yet made up of many books, We 
talk of this Bible as a Book, but 
we seldom think of it as a Library. 
Very few of us, save those who 
studied the matter, ever think of 
this Book as a whole Library in 
itself. It is a complete Library, 
consisting of sixty-six separate 
volumes, written by between thir- 
ty and forty different authors, 
in three different languages, upon 
totally different topics, and under 
extraordinarily different circum- 
stances. One author wrote history, 
another about biography, another 
about sanitary science and hy- 
giene; one wrote on theology, an- 
other wrote poetry, another pro- 
phecy. Some of the authors wrote 
on philosophy and jurisprudence, 
others on genealogy and ethno- 
logy, and some on stories of ad- 
venture and travel of romantic in- 
terest. Why, if these sixty-six 
books were printed separately, in 
large-sized print and heavy paper, 
and bound in morocco, they could 
all hardly stand on one table! And 
yet here we have them all, the 
whole sixty-six volumes, in a little 
Book that a child can carry in 
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its little hand. And the strangest 
thing of all is that, though their 
subjects are so diverse and so 
difficult, the most difficult and ab- 
struse of all conceivable subjects; 


though there was no possibility. 


of anything like concerted action 
or transfer of literary responsibili- 
ty (for it was impossible for the 
man who wrote the first pages to 
have had the slightest knowledge 
what the men would write about 
one thousand five hundred years 
after he was born), yet this miscel- 
laneous collection of heterogeneous 
writings is not only unified by the 
binder in one book, but so unified 
by God the Author, that no one 


ever thinks of it today as anything: 


else than One Book! And One 
Book it is—the miracle of all 
literary unity. 


The Wonder of Its Age 
or Youth 


Again, it is a wonder that this 
a wonder that we have the Bible 


at all when we think of its age.. 


When we compare the Bible as 
a Book with any other book in 
this respect it is a perfect wonder. 
I will tell you why. We all know 
that. the greatest test of literature 
is tine. Do you know of any book 
that is read by any one today to 
speak of, that was written one 
thousand years ago? Books that 
were the rage a few years ago 
are forgotten today. Whoever 
thinks nowadays of reading 
Robert Ellesmere or asks at a 
book store for Rider Haggard’s 
She? Why, poor David Harum 
is almost unsellable, and we will 
soon hear nothing of The Ros- 
ary. These books were born, were 
boomed, and died. The cold hand 
of oblivion is laid upon them. It 
is the echo of I Corinthians 7:31. 
The fashion of this world passes 
away! Their force is spent. Their 
power is gone. They were literary 
skyrockets; they are like the 
popular songs of ten years ago. 
The transientness of the great 
Sales of the day is almost a sign 
of the times. Or think of how real- 
ly admirable historic novels like 
Charles Reade’s The Cloister and 
the Hearth, or Stanley Weyman’s 
A Gentleman of France, or Co- 
nan Doyle’s Micah Clark, have 
passed as far as the selling of the 
best sellers goes. Where is the 
book, after all, that is five hun- 
dred years old and read by the 
masses nowadays? As we said, 
a book that is one thousand or two 
thousand, or three thousand years 
old is read by nobody. Horace and 
Homer may. be studied by stu- 
dents of the classics, and school 
boys may have Virgil and Xeno- 
phon crammed into them, but who- 
ever thinks of reading them? They 
are dead books in dead languages. 
For you:can put it down for a 
certainty that the older a book 
is the smaller is its chance of 
surviving, or being read by people 
of diverse nationalities. 


And here is another thing. No 
book ever has had much chance 
of being circulated widely amongst 
a people from which it did not 
originate. No book, for instance, 
written by a Spaniard has much 
chance of being read by Russians. 
German works are read by Ger- 
mans; English works by English- 
men. I know of people who never 
could enjoy Old Mortality, for 
they are not Scotch. What work 
do you know of, with a few great 
exceptions, such as that of Dante, 
Cervantes, Goethe, Dumas, 
Shakespeare, Tolstoi or Bunyan, 
that has been able to overleap the 
bounds of nationality? And as 
to Turkey, China, or Mexico, or 
Brazil, what man out of a hundred 
could tell you whether they had 
any authors, or if they had, the 
name of one of their works. But 
the marvelous thing about the 
Bible is that it is the only book 
in the world that has not. only 
overleaped the barrier of time, 
and is possessed of an agelessness 
that is eternal youth; that it 
shows no sign of the decrepitude 
of advancing years; it is the only 
book in the whole world that has 
been able to overleap the barrier 
of nationality. 


Sir William Jones coleioe out 
long ago that all other Oriental 
books, be they ever so political, 
or be they ever so wise, in order 
that they may be made intelligible 
and palatable to the Western 
mind, require to be transfused. 
Passage after passage has to be 


omitted, and large sections have 
to be modified, Curious, is it not, 


that. this Oriental Book, this Bible 
of ours, whether taken to Green- 
land, Madagascar, South Africa, 
or India, is the Book that appeals 
‘to the mind and heart of those 
that hear it. Or take the Koran. 
Carlyle said of the Koran that 
it is regarded with a reverence 
by the Moslem which few Chris- 
tians pay even to their Bible. The 
whole of it is read daily in certain 
mosques by thirty relays of 
priests. There are Mohammedan 
doctors who have read it 70,000 
times. “But,” he adds, with his dry. 
humor, ‘‘nothing but a sense of 
duty could carry an European 
through the Koran. I must say, 
it is as toilsome reading as I ever 
undertook. There is in it unread- 
able masses of lumber; a weari- 
some, confused jumble; endless 
iterations; longwindedness; en- 


4 


| tanglement; insupportable stupid- 


ity; in short, it is written, so far 
as writing goes, as badly as any 


Or take the other so-called bi- 
bles. The Veda of the Hindus 
dates 1,000 B. C. The Zendavesta 
of the Parsees dates 500 B. C. 
The Tripitaka of the Buddhists 
dates 500 B.C. The King or Con- 
fucian text of the Chinese dates 
500 B. C. These have been trans- 
lated into at least one language 
beside their own, but their cir- 
culation has been so infinitesimal 
as to be quite unknown. As 
books they excite no general in- 
terest whatever. 


Now the Bible was written 
mainly in a dead language, for 
the Hebrew language is, technical- 
ly speaking, a language that is 
scarcely spoken or written today; 
and yet that Book, written in 
a dead language, written by men 
who died two thousand or three 
thousand years ago, is not only 
living today but it is the most 
widely-circulated book in the 
world. 


The Wonder of Its Circulation 


This is another marvellous: 
thing. The old Book is easily the 
best seller of the day. There are 
perhaps people who think that 
the Bible is a Book of the past, 
and not sold now. Yet think of 
its circulation today. An influen- 
tial citizen of Toronto, who has 
devoted a vast amount of time 
and attention to the subject, has 
made the extraordinary computa- 
tion that through the thirty Bible 
Societies (the British and Foreign 
Bible Society by itself publishes 
over 10,000,000 copies of the Scrip- 
tures a year), and the various 
publishing houses in many lands, 
that there are probably published 
today over 30,000,000 copies of 
the Bible a year. You may some- 
times see an advertising circular 
of a typewriting concern assert- 
ing that its machines are used 
in all parts of the world and in 
all Janguages. But when you in- 
vestigate, you find that the lan- 
guages used are at the outside 
about seventy in number. Here 
is a Book that has been translated 
in over 900 languages, and is not 
only found in every great center 
of the world, but is read from the 
snow hut of the Eskimo to the 
last lone village of the South 
Sea islander. A remarkable thing 
about its sale is its purchase by 
the Yiddish ragman, the Polack 
axeman, the Chinese laundryman, 
the Arabian boatman, the Hot- 
tentot miner, in order that they 
may learn their own tongue in 
that wonderful Book. You can 
quite understand then what a 
leading bookseller said when he 
was asked what book had the 
largest circulation. He gid not 
mention a recent novel or the 
latest scientific work. He said 
that the book which outsells all 
the other books in the world was 
the Book called the Bible. Other 
books compute their circulation by 
thousands; the Bible by millions. 


The Wonder of Its Interest 


Another marvellous thing about 
this Book is that it is the only 
Book in the world read by all 
classes and all sorts of people. 
You know very well that literary 
people rarely. read a child’s book, 
and children would not read books 
of philosophy and science even 
if they could. If a book is philoso- 
phical and scientfic it commands 
the attention of literary people, 
and if it is a child’s book it is read 
in the nursery. A wonderful thing 
it is to think that there is one 
Book that differs from all others; 
a Book that is read to the little 


book ever was” (Heroes, p. 59).. 
Book is here today. I repeat, it is | 


child and read by the old mam 
as he trembles on the brink of the 


the nurse reading a story to my 
child, and I said to her, “What 


little. one?” “I am reading the 
story of Joesph in the Bible,” she 
answered. And the little child, 
in excitement, cried, “Please do’ 
stop her, please,” as she-listene@ 
with delighted interested to the 
reading of a Book that was writtem 
in. Hebrew probably three thou 


not far away from the room where 
the little child was listening, there 
sat one of the noblest of moderm. 
minds, one of the greatest of mo@e 
ern scientists, our foremost Can~ 
adian scholar, the great Sir Wik 
liam Dawson, President of Me 
Gill University, Montreal, reading 


higher delight the pages of that 
same marvelous Book, 


Here is a phenomenon. One 
of the ablest of modern scientists 
delights in the reading. of .a- Book 
which is the joy of a little child 
in the nursery! Verily it is without 
a parallel in literature. Our boys 
and girls read and study it-in-my- 
riads of homes and Sunday 
Schools, and great scholars like 
Newton, and Herschel, and Fara 
day and Brewster, and great 
statesmen like Gladstone and Lin- 
colin and Lloyd George, and great 
soldiers like Gustavus Adolphus, 
and Gordon, and Stonewall Jack- 
son, have taken this Book as the 
joy and the guide of their life, 


The Wonder of Its Language 


Another wonderful thing is that 
this Book was not written in A-~ 
thens, the seat of learning in 
Greece, nor in Alexandria in 
Egypt. It was not written by men 
who received their inspiration 
from the ancient sources of wis~ 
dom. It was written by men who 
lived in Palestine, in Nazareth, in 
Galilee. Many of the writers were 
what we would call illiterate. Not 
only were they not university 
men, or scholars, or original think- 
ers; they could not speak their 
own language properly. There is 
a strong probability that neither 
John nor Peter could speak gram~ 
matically. You remember Peter 
was trapped because his dialect 
betrayed him. He spoke like a 
Galilean, with a provincial accent 
(Matt. 26:73; Acts 2:7; 4:13). Per- 
haps you remember the story of 
the Yorkshireman who was asked 
whether you should pronounce 
either, ither, or ether, and said, 
“Other of ’em will do.” And you 
surely have heard the brogue of 
the Irishman from the Green Isle 
with his soide, and wan, and noite. 
Now it was probably something 
like that with Peter and John. 
They were uneducated men. It is 
probable that Peter at the time 


not only the words, but the pro- 
nunciation of the Northern pro- 
vince differed very strongly from 
the cultured dialect of Judea and 
the city of Jerusalem. There were 
certain letters such as the gut~ 
tural Aleph for A, for instance, 
which they could not properly pro- 
nounce, and his mistakes even in 
short sentences would be at once 
detected. When it was said (Acts 
4:13) that they perceived they 
were unlearned and ignorant men, 
it means that they recognized at 
once they were not what we call 
today college men, men who had 
studied in the schools of Jewish 
culture. 


Now many of the men. who 
wrote the Bible were of that 
character. One was a farm hana, 
Another was a shepherd: They 
were men of no literary reputa- 
tion. And yet from men of that 
type educationally has come a 
Book that God in His mysterious 
power has so divested of all pro- 
vincialism that it has become the 
standard of the language of the 
most literary nations of the world, 
And not only so; it is a Book that 
has gone to the North and South 
and East and West. It is the 
strongest factor in modern life to- 
day. And yet it is of the ancient 
world! It is the most potent face 
tor in the influence of the great 
nations of the progressive Wests 
and yet it proceeded from the 
narrowest and most conservative 
people of the unprogressive East. 
All its authors were Jews. And the 
Jews by instinct and tradition, by 
education and sentiment, were the 
narrowest of all narrow people. 


The Jew was not only narrowg 


other world. Years. ago I heard 


is it that you are reading to the. 


sand five hundred years -ago. -Andé 


with -profound devotion and .@, 


spoke in the Aramaic dialect, and. 
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Gentiles of the outside world. On- 
ly a miracle of special revelation 
did it (Acts 10:28; Gal. 2:11-14). 
How do you explain, then, the fact 
that these ignorant men, these 
most uncosmopolitan men, with all 
their provincialism and exclusive- 
ness, and insularity, were enabled 
‘to write a Book which has become 
not only the Book of the Jews, but 
the Book of all men, and the 


for only one tongue, and that is, 
the world’s. It is for universal 
man as man. 


It is the proud boast of the 
Church of Rome today that it has 
but one language, and that a dead 
language, the Latin. But the Bi- 
ble Soicieties have a prouder boast. 
It is their boast that they have 
printed the Bible in over six hun- 
dred living languages; that they 
are giving the living Word to ev- 
ery nation under Heaven, that 
they may hear in their own tongue 
the wonderful works of God. “Is 
the Christian church speaking 
with tongues?” asked the Bish- 
op of London. And he answered 
his own question with the words: 
“Yes, in the Bible Society!” Yes! 
God has so over ruled the history 
of His world that there has been 
born a Society which has reestab- 
lished the miracle of Pentecost 
‘(Acts 2:9-11). It is truly a mir- 
acle. It is a wonder to think that 
an old Hebrew Book, written by 
a. lot of Jews, has in God’s my- 
stic. providence been so divested 
of all Orientalism and Judaism, 
and rabbinism, that the millions 
upon millions of boys and girls 


never think of it as the writing of 
Hebrews or the language of an 
ancient and Oriental race. To 
them. they are simply the words 
of their own dear mother tongue. 
It is the English Bible; the best 
that our literature can give in 
simple noble prose, as Frederic 
Harrison once said in a lecture 


“This Book, the Bible, has been 
woven into the life of all that is 
best and noblest in English his- 
tory; it has become the national 
epic of Britain; it is written in 
the noblest and purest English.” 


The Wonder of Its 
Persecution 


Another wonderful thing about 
the Bible is that it is almost the 
only Book in the world that has 
stood age after age of ferocious 
and incessant persecution. Century 
after century men have tried to 
burn it and to bury it. Crusade 
after crusade has been organized 
to extirpate it. Kings of the earth 
set themselves, and rulers of the 
church took counsel together to 
destroy it from off the face of the 
earth. Diocletian, the Roman Em- 
peror, in 303 inaugurated the 
most terrific onslaught that the 
world has known upon a book. 
Every Bible almost was destroyed, 
myriads of Christians perished, 
and a column of triumph was 
erected over an exterminated Bi- 
ble with the inscription: “Extincto 
nomine Christianorum” (the name 
of the Christians has been ex- 
tinguished). And yet not many 
years after, the Bible came forth, 
as Noah from the ark, to repeople 
the earth, and in the year 325 
Constantine enthroned the Bible 
as the Infallible Judge of Truth 
in the first General Council. 


Then followed the prolonged 
persecution of Medievalism. You 
all know how the Church of Rome 
denied the Scriptures to the peo- 
ple. The Church of Rome has 
never trusted the people with the 
Bible. For ages it was practically 
an unknown Book. Even Luther 
was a grown-up man when he 
said that he had never seen a Bi- 
ble in his life. No jailer ever kept 
@ prisoner closer than the Church 
of Rome has kept the Bible from 
the people. Not only so; in con- 


and the bans and bulls of Popes, 
Bibles were burned, and Bible 
readers sent by the Inquistion to 
rack and flame. Many of us have 
Seen the very spot in old London 
where baskets full of English 
Testaments were burned with 
great display by the order of 


. Yet perhaps the most deadly 


ing the last one hundred and fifty 
years. The bitterest foes of the 
Bible, curiously enough, were men 
who claimed liberty of thought, 
and Bolingbroke, and Hume, and 
Voltaire seemed so confident of 
the extermination of the Bible, 
that the Frenchman declared that 
a hundred years after his day 
not a Bible would be found save 
as an antiquarian curiosity. Then 
came the German rationalistic host, 
with the fiercest and deadliest 
of all the attacks, Baur, and 
Strauss, and the Tubingen School 
took up the cry of the children of 
Edom: “Down with it, down with 
it, even to the ground.” But He 
that sitteth in His silent Heaven 
laughed; Jehovah has had them in 
derision({ (Ps. 2:2-4). For here it 
is today, and stronger than ever. 
It stands, and it will stand. The 
adversaries have done their worst. 
They have charged their heaviest 
charge. ‘They have fired their 
deadliest volley. Whatever unex- 
pected adversaries appear in the 
future, no more destructive trios 
than Julian and Celsus and Pro- 
phyry, than Voltaire and Strauss 
and Renan, than Eichhorn, Well- 
hausen and Kuenen, will ever be 
confederate against it. Yes, in 
spite of these agelong persecu- 
tions the Word of the Lord is 
having free course and is being 
glorified. It is being circulated at 
the rate of millions of copies a 
year, in almost every language of 
the globe. It has an influence it 
never possessed before, greater in 
power, greater in life, greater in 
freshness, and the beauty of spring. 
“Think of it,” said an eloquent 
American Bishop, “the same 
Word, brilliant with eternal youth, 
skin without scar, organ without 
disease, voice without weakness, 
step without failure, eye without 
dimness; the untouched, unharm- 
ed, scatheless Word of God.” Veri- 
ly as we think of it we may chal- 
lenge our proud age with the chal- 
lenge of Moses, and cry: “Ask now 
of the days that are past, which 
were before thee, since the day 
that God created man upon. the 
earth, and ask from the one side 
of heaven unto the other, whether 
there hath been any such things 
as this great thing is, or hath 
been heard like it?” (Deut. 4:32). 


The Crowning Wonders 


But before I close.I would like 
to briefly refer to certain other 
things that are to my mind the 
crowning wonders of this wonder- 
ful Book. 


The Wonder of Its Self. 
authenticatingness 


There is, first of all, what we 
might call its self-authenticating- 
ness. You need no historical critic 
or university professor to prove 
that the Bible is God’s own Word. 
The Holy Ghost alone is the 
Author and Giver of that convic- 
tion. If you will but hear the ac- 
cents of His voice you will be 
assured beyond all possibility of 
argument that this Book is God’s 
own Word. The Bible is not in 
need of proof, says Bettex, for it 
does not treat of that which is 
relative, but establishes’ that 
which is absolute. The relative 
must be proved; the absolute can- 
not. Have you proofs that the 
sun shines, that the stars twinkle? 
Can you prove that the rose is 
fragant, that bread nourishes you, 
that love refreshes your soul, and 
that hatred grieves it? Can that 
which is greatest, and best, and 
loftiest, and most beautiful, be 
proved? As Pascal has finely said, 
“There are truths that are felt and 
there are truths which are proved. 
Primary truths are not demon- 
strable. Principles are felt; pro- 
positions are proved. The heart 
has reason, which the reason does 
not know.” Men have come and 
still come to unsettle and destroy; 
the Spirit of Christ comes to vali- 
date and confirm with a divine 
conviction and a divine certainty 
that is incommunicable by mere 
reason and is impervious to the 
assaults of doubt. 


You have perhaps heard Spur- 
geon’s famous story of the poor 
woman who was confronted by a 
modern agnostic, and asked: 
“What are you reading?” “I am 
reading the Word of God.” “The 
Word of God? Who told you 
that?” “He told me so Himself.” 
“Told you so? Why, how can you 
prove that?” Looking skyward, 
the poor soul said: ‘Can you prove 


persecution of all has been dur- 


to me that there is a.sun up in the 


proof is that it warms me, and I 
can see its light.”. “That's it!” was. 
her joyous reply. “The best proof 
that this Book is the Word of 
God is that it warms and _ lights 
my soul.’”’ You cannot explain this. 
But it is a fact deep and real. 


The Wonder of Its Inexhaustibility 


Another wonder of the Bible is 
its inexhaustibility. It is like a 
seed. You might tell how many 
acorns are on an oak, but you 
cannot tell how many oaks are 
in an acorn. The tree that grows 
from a seed produces in turn the 
seeds of other trees; each seed the 
possible germ of trees. So the Bi- 
ble. Its depth is infinite; its height 


writers, age after age, have dug in 
this unfathomable mine, and its 
depths are still unexhausted. Age 
after age it has generated with 
ever-increasing creative power, 
ideas and plans, and schemes, and 
themes and books. Yes, books; 
and in many cases, books that 
are the only literature of the na- 
tion. The greatest minds have 
been its expositors. Myriads of 
students have studied it daily, and 
its readers from day to day can 
be numbered by millions. The 
volumes that have been written 
on single chapters or even verses 
would fill the shelves of many a 
library, and today they are as 
fresh, as fertile, as inexhaustible, 
as the day they were first written. 
The treasures yet to be found are 
as the stars of the sky in infinity 
of multitude. 


The Wonder of Its Creativeness 


The creative power of the Bible 
is one of the miracles of history. 
Take the history of literature, for 
instance. Could you name at ran- 
dom three creative works in the 
same elass with Milton’s Paradise 
Lost, Bunyan’s Pilgrim’s Pro- 
gress, and Dante’s Inferno, whose 
grandeur springs as a tree from 
its roots, direct from the Bible? 
Think of the enormous volume 
of speeches, and appeals, and 
tracts, and addresses, and circu- 
lars, and books, and leaflets, and 
booklets that have poured out, 
and are pouring out, millions upon 


ern world every week, with their 
inspiration and suggestion, Think 
of the tremendous national and 
international movements that 
have owed their impulse to a 
verse or verses or words from the 
Bible. The transformation of mod- 
ern Europe was owing to the 
Bible. It is a liberating Book. It 
made slaves free, for it was the 
Bible that abolished slavery. It 
has made nations free. “Here,” 
was the word from Queen Victoria 
to an African prince as the Bi- 
ble was handed to him, - “here is 
the secret of England’s greatness.” 
Yes. And it is the secret of Amer- 
ican greatness. 


Or take two of the greatest 
movements of the modern world. 
The missionary enterprise of the 
last hundred years with its un- 
paralleled heroism, its magnifi- 
cent altruism, its world compre- 
hension and penetration, owes its 
impetus and energy to practically 
one verse of the Bible: “Go ye 
into all the world, and preach the 
gospel to every creature” (Mark 
16:15). And the movement of 
social reform—its effort to relieve 
poverty, to improve conditions, to 
suppress misery, and generally to 
uplift the level of humanity—is all 
the result of the teaching of this 
wonderful old Book. The most 
notable philanthropic achieve- 
ments in the modern world, the 
works of Wilberforce, and Shaftes- 
bury, and .Barnardo, and Muller, 
and General Booth, are the direct 
effects of the inspiration of the 
Bible. What has atheism or in- 
fidelity done? What did they do in 
the Great War of God throughout 
the ages? Above all, what mortal 
tongue can tell, what mortal mind 
compute the number of the souls 
that through the life-imparting 
words of this mysterious volume 
have the life that is life indeed. 
The Bible is a Book of Life, and it 
is a Book for life. This is not a 
mere theory of theology. It is 
fact. A million souls today can 
echo the words of Psalm 119:93, 
“I will never forget thy precepts: 
for with them thou hast quickened 
me,” i. e., hast given me new life. 
They know by vital experience the 


“The words that I speak unto you, 
they are spirit, and they are life.” 


sky?” “Why, of course; the best 


@ 


is infinite. Millions of readers and } 


millions, flooding this mighty mod- | 


truth of the statement of Christ, | 


The Wonder of Its 
Authoritativeness 


The irresistible authoritative- 
ness of the Bible; this is another 
wonder. The Word of God breaks 
upon you as a voice from Heaven. 
Five hundred times in the Pen- 
tateuch it prefaces or concludes 
its declarations with the sublime 
assertion, “The Lord said,’ or, 
“The Lord spake’! Three hundred 
times again in the following books 
it does the same, and in the pro- 
phetical twelve hundred times 
again with such expressions as: 
“Hear the word of the Lord,’ or, 
“Thus saith the Lord,” or, “The 
mouth of the Lord hath spoken it.” 
It challenges the will of every soul 
that ever lived with its stupendous 
claim: “God spake these words, 
and said.” No other book dares 
thus to address itself to the uni- 
versal conscience. No other book 
could speak with such binding 
claim, or presume to command 
the obedience of mankind. No 
other book can stand as the Bi- 
ble on the commanding heights 
and cry: “Unto you, O men, I 
call; and my voice is to the sons 
of men” (Prov. 8:1-4); or look 
over the vast spaces of time in 
every century, and of the globe 
in every continent and say: “O 
earth, earth, earth, hear the word 
of the Lord” (Jer. 22:29). And the 
strange thing is that men in every 
age and clime acknowledge it. 
They know that the Book speaks 
to their inner consciousness with 
an authority like the authority of 
God Himself. It has the authority 
of God. It has the authority of 
the Son of God who said, “My 
word is truth.” Therefore we re- 
ceive it. Therefore we trust it. 
And we find it true. 


The Wonder of Its Reinspiration 


Another wonder is what might 
be called its perpetual reinspira- 
tion. Men think of the Bible as a 
Book that was inspired. But the 
wonder of the Bible is that it is 
inspired. From the _ far-distant 
heights of time it comes sweeping 
into the hearts of man _ today, 
and the same breath of God that 
breathed into its mystic life, 
makes it live and energize again 
today. It is the Living Word, vital 
with the life of the Living God 
who gave it and gives it living 
power. It is theopneustic, as St. 
Paul says (II Tim. 3:16), “God 
breathed.” The twenty-third 
Psalm was inspired. But again 
and again today as it is whis- 
pered in the hush of the death- 
chamber, or read with the hidden 
cry; “Open thou mine eyes, that I 
may behold wondrous things out 
of thy law,” it is reinspired, and 
the Spirit makes it live once 
more. For this is the most re 
markable and unique feature of 
the Bible. I feel that it is mine. 
Its cheering words are for me. 
Its prayers are the cries of my 
heart. Its commands are to me. 
Its promises are mine. As I read 
the 103rd Psalm, it is not ancient 
Hebrew, it is present-day power; 
and I, a living soul, overwhelmed 
with graditude, cry out: “Bless 
the Lord, O my soul.” 


The other day I took up this 
dear old Bible that my mother 
gave me, and I noted a verse 
in Genesis with a date written 
on the margin. There floated back 
upon my mind a time, some years 
ago, when I was in great trouble. 
I had to leave my dear wife and 
children, and to travel in quest 
of health in distant lands; and 
my heart within me was _ sad, 
and one day opening my Bible, 
at random, as men say, my eye 
caught these words in Genesis 
28:15: “Behold, I am with thee, 
and will keep thee in all’ places 
whither thou goest, and will bring 
thee again into this land.” Shall 
I ever forget the flash of comfort 
that swept over my soul as I read 
that verse! All the exegetes and 
critics in the world could never 
persuade my soul that that was a 
far-off echo of a Babylonian leg- 
end, or some relic of an Oriental 
myth. No, no! That was a message 
to me. It came straight down to 
me. It swept into my soul as a 
Voice from Heaven. It lifted me 
up, and no man will ever shake 
me out of the conviction that that 
message that day was God's own 
Word to me, inspiring because in- 
spired, inspired because inspiring. 


The Wonder of Its Prophecy 
- Another wonder of the Bible is 


come. It declared things that were 
not yet done, centuries*bef 
happened. The Old TeStament as _ 
a whole is a book of prediction, . 

anticipation, and expectation. All 
through « {ts ‘thirty-nine volumes 
there are predictions daring be- 
yond human conjecture. Its pre- 
dictions with regard to Moab, to 
Edom, 
Egypt and Assyria and Babylon 
are so definite and have been so 
marvelously fulfilled that they 
have stopped the mouths of scof- 
fers, and changed the hearts of 
infidels. The marvellous prophecy 
of the second and seventh chap- 
ters of Daniel surpasses all human 
forecasting ability. Its prophecy 
in the New Testament in regard 
to the kingdom and the last days 
have 
during the passing centuries. Any 
thoughtful reader can conclude 
that the great question whether 
there is or is not a divine revelation 
is satisfactorily settled by Genesis 
3:15; 12:2, 3; 22:18; 49:10 alone. 
The incredible conception that in 


ore they 


to Sidon and Tyre, to 


been incredibly fulfilled 


the descendant of an Oriental 


sheik all the-families of the earth 


should be blessed; that world pow- 


ers surpassing in their might any 
of the modern nations should ab- 


solutely disappear, and their capi- 
tals be obliterated from the face 
of the earth; that a nation that 


was to be the source and center 


of the blessings of the world should 


be disrupted and scattered to the 


uttermost corners of the earth, 
and that upon its ruins should a- 
rise a world-filling, all-nation em- 
bracing, spiritual inheritor of the 
divine blessing; all these are so 
far beyond the reach of human 
prophetic power that one is com- 
pelled by this argument alone to 
recognize the divine hand in 
authorship. 


Take, for instance, the _ pro- 
phecies about the first coming of 
Christ. Centuries before Christ 
was born His birth and career, 
His sufferings and glory were all 
described in outline and detail in 
the Old Testament. Christ is the 
only Person ever born into this 
world whose ancestry, birth time, 
forerunner, birthplace, birth man- 
ner, infancy, manhood, teaching, 
character, career, preaching, re- 
ception, rejection, death, burial, 
resurrection, ascension, were all 
written in the most marvelous 
manner centuries before He was 
born. Who could draw a picture 
of a man not born yet? Surely 
God, and God alone. Nobody knew 
five hundred years ago _ that 
Shakespeare was going to be born; 
or two hundred years ago that 
Napoleon was to be born; or one 
hundred and fifty years ago that 
Queen Victoria was to be born. 
Yet here in the Bible we have 
the most striking and unmistak- 
able likeness of a Man portrayed, 
not by one, but by twenty or 
twenty-five artists, none of whom 
had ever seen the man they were 
painting. The man was _ Jesus 
Christ. The painters were the Bi- 
ble writers. The canvas is the Bi- 
ble. Beginning with faint touches 
in the books of Moses, Christ’s 
whole career is described, the 
pictures becoming more and more 
precise as the time of seasngks 
draws near. 


The Wonder of Its Christfulness 
But the final wonder of the 


its center, its fascination. The Bi- 
ble is Christocentric. It is all about 
Jesus! Some time ago a young 
Brahman said to one of our mis- 
sionaries, “Many things which 
Christianity contains I find in Hin- 
duism, but there is one thing that 
Christianity has that Hinduism 
has not.” “What is that?” said 
the missionary, whose curiosity 
was aroused. “A Saviour,” was 
the reply. That is it. That is the 
one thing. That is the supreme dis- 
tinction of the Bible. Their sacred 
books contain philosophy and eth- 
ics and poetry and history and 
many important truths, and here 


tion, or petition, inculcating vir- 
tues high and beautiful. But there 
are no divine promises, no divine 
counsels, no divine answers to 
prayer. There is no tender, loving, 
listening, gracious, holy and right- 
eous God, who as a Father pitieth 
his children, and is love and light; 
no Almighty God, Creator of all 
things, and of-all men, the God 
of love, the God and Father of 
us all. 


Above all, there is no glorious 


Yes, it saves! It saves!! It saves!!! 


‘its prophecy. It shows things to 


| (Continued on page 11) 


Book is Christ. He is its fulness, — 


and there, possibly, a holy aspira- | 
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Satan ‘the-serpent! 


The Paths of the Destroyer 


(Continued from page 1) 


(Eccles. 10:8). Worldliness the pit; 


The worst bargain described in 
the Bible was mentionediby Paul: 
‘“‘Demas hath ‘forsaken me, having 
loved ‘this present world...” (II 
Tim. 4:10). 

Look at the mighty heap of-slain 
Christians, backslidden, defeated, 
wretched! “‘Who slew all these?” 
—Worldliness! 

Watch the deluded army: of lost 
souls:marching down to death and 


Hell, steeped in sin and soaked vin | 


iniquity! ‘‘Who ‘slew all these?”— 
Worldliness! 

The ‘Bible, from Genesis to 
Revelation, thunders a warning 
against worldliness! 

The fall. of Eve.and then Adam. 
The judgment of God upon the 
world in Noah’s day. The destruc- 
tion of Sodom and Gomorrah! 
“Who slew all these?”— World- 
liness! 

Hear the Word of the Lord: 

“Thou shalt not®ollow a multi- 
tude to do evil...” (Exod. 23:2). 

“What shall it profit a man, if 
he shall gain the whole world, and 
lose his own soul?” (Mark 8:36). 

“ . the friendship of the world 
is enmity with God. Whosoever 


therefore will be a friend of the 


world. is the enemy of 
(James 4:4), 


The world is polluted! (Read II 
Pet. 2:20). 


“If any man love ‘the world, 
the love of the Father is not in 
him” (I John 2:15). 


It should be no mystery, of 
course, that lost people are world- 
ly! They are dominated by “the 
god of this world” (II Cor. 4:4)— 
Satan. “The heathen are sunk 
down in the pit that they made 
.’ (Ps. 9:15). “All the world 
is guilty before God” (Rom. 3:19). 


God” 


“The whole world lieth in wicked- { 


ness” (I John 5:19), and they have 
not yet known the One who died 
to “deliver us from this present 
evil world...” (Gal. 1:4). So that 
the wicked are worldly is to be ex- 
pected. They need not a sermon 
on separation till they first hear 
the sermon on salvation! 


But for a CHRISTIAN to be 
worldly is quite another matter! 


Christian, God calls you to sep- 
aration! He expects you to be dif- 
ferent! And even the world ex- 
pects you to be different. “If any 
man be in Christ he is a new 
creature: old things are passed 
away; behold, all things are be- 
come new” (II Cor. 5:17). 


The Wonder 


(Continued from page 10) 


Mediator, the Son of God, and 
Son .of man, the Lamb of God, 
and the Lord of man, who is grace 
and truth, and light and life, and 
coming glory. Genesis 1:1-3, and 
John 1:1-3, Genesis 22:18 and 
John 3:16, Psalm 23, and John 
10, Isaiah 53, and Romans 8, I 
Corinthians 15, and Revelation 21 
and 22, are a challenge to the 
world with regard to the validity 
of the divine revelation. Old 
Testament and New Testament a- 
like tell of Jesus, who is the great 
fact of history, the great force 
of history, the great future of 
history; for of this Book it can be 
said: “The glory of God did lighten 
it, and the ‘Lamb is the light 
thereof.” And as long as man 
lives upon the face of this globe 
the Book that tells of that su- 
preme Personality, the center of 
a world’s desire, Jesus; Jesus, the 
arch of the span of history, the 
keystone of the arch of prophecy; 
Jesus, the revealed, the redeeming, 
the risen, the reigning, the return- 
ing Lord; Jesus, the desire of all 
nations; so long will this Book 
draw men’s hearts like a magnet, 
and men will stand by it, and 
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of the Book 


live for it, and die for it. 


The Last Word 
Let me say this one word more. 
Oh, do not think and do not say, 
as you have heard men say they 


think, that we ought to read this 


Book as we read any other book; 
we ought to study it and analyze 
it just as we do any textbook in 
literature or science. No, no! 
When you come to this Book, 
come to it with awe. Read it 
with reverence. Regard it with 
a most sacred attention. “Put off 
thy shoes from off thy feet, for 
the place whereon thou standest 
is holy ground.” Never, never com- 
pare this Book in the terms of 
human comparisons with other 
books. Comparison is dangerous. 
They are of earth. This is from 
Heaven.. And do not think and 
do not say that this Book only 
contains the words of God. It is 
the Word of God. To say the Bi- 
ble contains the Word of God, in- 
stead of saying the Bible is the 
Word of God, is inadequate and 
misleading as Saphir declares. 
Everything that is in Scripture 
would authenticate itself to us 
as the Word of God, if we under- 
stood it in its right connection 
with the center. 

Therefore, think not of it as a 
good Book, or even. as a better 
Book, but lift it in. heart and mind 
and faith and love far, far above 
all, and ever regard it, not as the 
word of man, but as it is in truth, 
the Word of God; nay, more, as 
the living Word of the Living God; 
supernatural in origin; eternal in 
duration; inexpressible in value; 
infinite in scope; divine in au- 
thorship; human in penmanship; 
regenerative in power; infallible 
in authority; universal in interest; 
personal in application; and as 
St. Paul declares, inspired in 
totality. 

(From SWORD BOOK OF TREASURES, 


352 pages, Sword of the Lord Publishers. 
$3; During August, $2.40.) 
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| PATHS OF THE DESTROYER. 
1 What are -some.of these.paths?. 


God said to Israel, “I am the 
Lord that bringeth you up out of 
the land of Egypt, to be your God: 
ye shall therefore be holy, for I 
am holy” (Lev. 11:45). 

Egypt, in Scripture, is a type of 


saved ‘out of the world as Israel 
was saved out of Egypt. A Chris- 
tian has been delivered from this 
present evil world (Gal. 1:4). 
“Who slew” Israel?—wWorldli- 
ness! For Israel had been told, 
“Defile not ye yourselves in any 
of these things; for in all these 
the nations-are defiled which’ I 
cast. out before you” (Lev. 18:24). 
Today our churches are polluted 
by people who are defiled with the 
things of the world from which 
they are supposed to have been 
redeemed! 


God declares, “I am the Lord 
your God, which have separated 
you from other people” (Lev. 20: 
24). “I the Lord am holy, and 
have severed you from other 
people, that ye should be mine” 
(Lev. 20:26). 

The law of separation for Israel 
even extended to their planting, 
their plowing, and their garments 
(Deut. 22:9-11). 


Israel ‘“‘did not destroy the na- 
tions, concerning whom the Lord 
commanded them: but were min- 
gled among the heathen, and learn- 
ed their works, And they served 
their idols: which were a SNARE 
unto them!” (Ps. 106 :34-36). So be- 
lievers today are “mingled among 
the heathen” and soon are found 
serving their idols! 

God insists upon ‘a separation 
between the sanctuary and the 
profane [common] place” (Ezek. 
42:20). 

In Old Testament days the great 
prophet of God shouted, ‘‘How long 
halt ye between two opinions? 
if the Lord be God, follow him 
.. (I Kings 18:21). 

So today Jesus declares, “He 
that is not with me is against 
me; and he that gathereth not 
with me scattereth abroad” (Matt. 
12:30). We must be on one side 
or the other! 


Paul thundered, “Ye cannot 
drink the cup of the Lord, and 
the cup of devils’ (I Cor. 10:21). 
It must be one or the other! Chris- 
tian, ‘‘whether therefore ye eat, or 
drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all 
to the glory of God” (vs. 31). 


The Bible commands, “Be ye not 
unequally yoked together with un- 
believers: for what fellowship hath 
righteousness with unrighteous- 
ness? and what communion hath 
light ‘with darkness?” (II Cor. 6: 
14). 

The thing that broke Paul’s 
heart in the Philippian church (as 
it breaks the heart of many a 
pastor today) is that many pro- 
fessing Christians were among 
those who “mind earthly things.” 
Hence, according to the Bible, 
they were “enemies of the cross 
of Christ” (Phil. 3:18, 19). Stern 
words! But that is what God 
thinks about worldliness! Chris- 
tians are commanded to set their 
“affection on things above, not on 
things on the earth’ (Col. 3:2). 
Yea, even to “abstain from all 
appearance .of evil” (I Thess, 5: 
22). 

To the Christian, worldliness is 
Public Enemy No. One! 

“Love not the world, neither 
the things that are in the world, 
for if any man love the world, the 


love.of the Father is not in him” 
(I John 2:15). 

“Be not conformed to this 
world’ (Rom. 12:2). 


‘“,. as strangers and pilgrims” 
we are told to “abstain from flesh- 
ly lusts which war against the 
soul” (I Pet. 2:11). 

Could any words be plainer, 
then, than these words which firm- 
ly demand that the Christian (the 
saved person) be a different per- 
son—free from worldliness? 

“Who slew all these?’’—Many 
are. slain because as Christians 
they fail to be vigilant of their 
adversary the Devil who goes 
about as a roaring lion seeking 
whom he may devour! (I Pet. 5: 
8). Too many never get past Van- 


the Celestial City! 
The man who wrote the words 


sage had experience with THE 


Worldly Religions and 
Worldly Preachers 


ity Fair on their pilgrimage to 


One path of the destroyer is 


The Bible warns us of “seduc- 
ing spirits and doctrines of devils” 
(I Tim. 471). 

“Many shall bring in damnable 
heresies, even denying the Lord 
that bought them and bring upon 
themselves swift destruction. And 
many shall follow their pernicious 
ways... (II Pet. 2:1, 2). 

God says, “Thou shalt not 
hearken unto the words of that 
prophet, or that dreamer of 
dreams ...” (Deut. 13:3). 
Christians are cOmmanded not 
to bid the followers of the false 
cult “God speed’ lest we be par- 
takers of their evil deeds! (II 
John 10:11), 

Paul said, “. . if any man 
preach any other gospel unto you 
than that ye have received, let 
him be accursed” (Gal. 1:9). Let 
him be damned! 

Who slew King Ahaz? “. .. he 
sacrificed unto the gods of Damas- 
cus, which smote him .. . they 
were the ruin of him” (II Chron. 
28 :23). 

Even so, the path of the false 
cult is the path of the destroyer! 
Whether it be the raging and 
ranting rot of Russellism, the 
muddled mess of Mormonism, the 
Slavish sophistries of Seventh- 
Day-ism, the crowing cant of 
Cambelliteism, or the roaring 
reptile of Romanism! Every false 
cult, of course, has enough truth 
to float the fallacy, and any re- 
ligion that can (with the aid of 
twisted truth) give a sinner the 
delusion that he can continue in 
his sin and still miss Hell, will 
be popular with depraved and 
duped followers of Satan on the 
Path of the Destroyer! 


“Who slew all these?” Many 
are slain today in churches be- 
longing to denominations once 
sound and evangelical, but now 
given over to the mushy mouth- 
ings of modernism, The “modern” 
clergymen, having “forsaken me, 
the fountain of living waters”’ have 
“hewed them out cisterns, broken 
cisterns, that can ‘hold no water” 
(Jer. 2:13), and they “call evil 
good and good evil; they put dark- 
ness for light and light for dark- 
ness ... bitter for sweet and sweet 
for bitter” (Isa. 5:20). 


These prophets become wind 
and the word is not in them! 
(Jer: "5 <43): 


God laments, “J have not sent 
these prophets, yet they ran: J 
have not spoken to them, yet they 
prophesied. But if they had stood 
in my counsel, and had caused my 
people to hear my words, then 
they should have turned them 
from their evil way, and from the 
evil of their doings’ (Jer. 23:21, 
22). 


‘“‘Beware lest.any man spoil you 
through philosophy and vain de- 
ceit, after the tradition of men, 
after the rudiments. of the world, 
and not after Christ” (Col. 2:8). 


Paul predicted that the time 
would come when men “will not 
endure sound doctrine; ‘but after 
their own lusts shall they heap to 
themselves teachers, having itch- 
ing ears; and they shall:turn away 
their ears from the truth, and 
shall be turned unto fables” (II 
Tim, 4:3, 4). 

Jesus spoke of these false teach- 
ers as “blind leaders of ‘the blind’”’ 
(Matt. 15:14). 

The path of modernistic, formal 
religion is the Path of the De- 
stroyer! “. . from such turn 
away” (II Tim. 3:5b). 


Worldly Pleasures 


Worldly pleasure ‘is another of 
the paths of the destroyer! Where 
is the heart of America today?— 
At the racetrack, the tavern, the 
theater, the night club, the gam- 
bling club, the beach casino, the 
burlesque show! Millions are slain 
at the broken cisterns of worldly 
pleasure, where, lowering empty 
buckets into empty wells they 
bring nothing up, and they return 
“with their vessels empty” (Jer. 
14:3)! 

Someone has said that a round 
world will never satisfy a triangu- 
lar heart. 

The worldling continually 
meets frustration in his desperate 


dead-end streets of this world. 

As Dr. John Rice has stated it, 
“All of Satan’s apples have 
worms”! 
faa “Lovers.of pleasures more than 
lovers of God” (II Tim, 3:4), they 


— 


life . . 


(Titus 3:3), “she ‘that tiveth in 
pleasure is dead while she liveth?’ 
(I Tim. 5:6). 

Eve saw that the forbidden 
fruit was pleasant ‘to the eyes 
(Gen. 3:6). How many are ted 
down to the pit because of what 
their eyes behold? One ‘plank in 
the Devil's platform of worldliness 
is “the lust of the eyes” (I John 
2:16). 

Job said, “I made a covensiill 
with mine eyes” (Job 31/1). 


It was because of what David 


attempt to find happiness on the 


soon beeome “choked with cares 
and riches and pleasures of this 
.” (Luke 8:14), and serv- 


saw with his eyes that led him 
into frightful sin! — 

There were certain pictures that 
had to be destroyed when the Is- 
raelites entered the promised land 
(Num, 33:52). 

For God commands, “Learn not 
the way of the heathen” (Jer. 10: 
2). 

The reason for Jobs’ covenant 
with. his -eyes was because “mine 
heart walked after mine eyes” 
(Job 31:7). 


And we have but to glance at 
theatre ads in the daily papers to 
see what. depraved, corrupt human 
hearts crave to satisfy their eyes 
today! 

Here are theatre pages from two 
recently daily papers: listen to 
these titles and “catch lines” ‘to 
attract the lust-filled, pleasure- 
mad worldings on to the paths of 
the destroyer :— 


The story of woman's ‘beauty and 

man’s temptation! 

Forbidden love he couldn't resist! 

Wanton orgy of vengeance! 

Fabulous wheel of fortune offers 

beauties of every clime to revelers! 

“The Other Woman’—Every man she 

touched she destroyed! 

“The Good Die Young’—One kiss, 

One thrill! 

If “Combo” doesn't shock you... 
nothing can! 

Despoiling men... cheating, mur- 

dering! Amorous women .. ; 

greedy, vicious! 

Torrid drama that packs every 

shock the screen dares allow! 

“Women’s Prison” 

“Illicit Interlude” 

“Revenge of the Creature” 

“Bait” 

“Indescretion. of an American wife” 

“Cult of the Cobra” 

“Hell Below Zero” 

“Strange Fascination” 

“Violent Saturday” 

“Verginita” (“Adults only”) 

“Lone Gun” 

“10 Wanted Men” 

“Jesse James’ Women” 

“Asphalt Jungle” (with Marilyn Mon- 

roe)—children free! 

“Shield for Murder” 

“Holiday for Sinners” 

“Sensualita” 

“Human Desire” 

“Naughty New Orleans” (A spicy 
treat with the girls you'll meet on 
Bourbon Street) 

“Wild One” 

“Kiss Me Deadly” 

“Lover's Lane Bandit’ 

“Unchained” 

“Flame and the Flesh” (Lana Turmer) 

“Her Twelve Men” 

“Blackboard Jungle’—a Drama of 
Teen-Age Terrorl The Fang and 
Claw Kids! (After this supposed 
“adults only” film was shown in 
Memphis, Tenn., six young teen- 
age girls from “respectable” fami- 
lies were charged with setting a 
$125,000 fire which they said was 
inspired by this film!) 

All of the above titles and sin- 
lines were from just one daily 
issue of the Chicago Sun-Times 
for Tuesday, May 3, 1955,.an ‘the 
theatre pages, These same pictures 
are, of course, shown in movie 
houses all over America, along 
with such filth as the one des- 
cribed in a theatre ad in the At- 
lanta Constitution for Wednesday, 
May 25th, 1955, with the following 
heading: “A TOWN WITH ITS 
MORALS DOWN”!—The truth 
about Sin City, U.S.A.! 1:34 A.M., 
“T stood there and watch 
(picture of man watching a wo- 
man undress through open win- 
dow) 2:45 AM. “You're a drunk 
and I’m a tramp!” (man and wo- 
man shown together); 3:33. A.M. 
“Why don’t you get a wife of 
your own?” (Man lying down 
while woman is either dressing or 
undressing.) These pictures are 


to this movie! 

Old Hell-ywood portrays every 
possible evil and vice she can get 
away with—and__she's _.getting 
away with more every year! No 
wonder countless thousands 
young people are ruined by as- 


the path of worldly religion. 


ing “divers lusts and pleasures” 


slavery and dope every year in 


just in the AD attracting people 


sault, rape, drunkenness, white 
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Pave Twelve 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


ee Cs 


America! What else could you ex- 
pect! “Who slew all these?’’— 
Worldliness! And for a Christian 
‘to support such filthy lewdness 
and lend influence by attending, 
and contribute to it by buying 
tickets is to be one who is “blind, 
and cannot see afar off, and hath 
forgotten that he was purged from 
his old sins” (II Pet. 1:9b). 
Frankly, the more of: the blas- 
Hell-soaked, immoral 
stench of Hollywood I behold, the 
more I am made to wonder if any 
of those who feed on such filth 
could ever have known the grace 
of God! I am reminded of a ques- 
tion Dr. R. G. Lee once asked two 


» young sinners who came to his 


study, up to no good, “Why do 


+. you fellows insist on eating the 


> €I John 4:17). 


i which commit 


was (and is) another plank i 


‘ Eve, 
fruit was “good for food,” took 


, fashion: 
ppopularity and lust, they dabble 
swith 


. lings, 


. dimly 
; Saturated den of infamy, 


“Ous, § 


-Pestrover 


‘Devil's garbage, when you Can 


» Jiave God’s chocolate cake?” 


It is unthinkable to even im- 
agine that Jesus W ould ever have 
attended a dirty, lewd, licentious 


‘ follywood picture show, and “as 


ho. is. so are we in this world” 


Those who take pleasure in 


' those who are evil, and enjoy their 


vices, are in the same class with 


} the evildoers themselves; accord- 


jag to Romans 1:32, “Who know- 
ing the judgment of God, that they 
such things are 
worthy of death, not only do the 


+. game, but have pleasure in them 
; that do them”! 


THE LUST OF THE FLESH 
the 
Devil’s platform (I John 2:16). 
seeing that the forbidden 


ét to satisfy this craving for the 
flesh. And today, the multitudes 
are slaves to habit, to passion, to 
Slaves to pleasure and 


the dance, with drink, with 
sex, until “his own iniquities shall 
take the wicked himself, and he 


“shall be holden with the cords of 
this sin” 


(Prov. 5:22). 
' The dirty dance is one of the 
evilS most damnable and dia- 


‘Polical pitfalls on the Path of the 
fst aan From the lewd, naked, 


asty dance in Eoxdus 32 to the 


‘Wicentious birthday ball of Herod 


the King where John the Baptist 
was executed, the sensual -dance 
Stands under the condemnation of 
a holy God! 

Those who practice “adultery, 
fornication, uncleanness, lasciv- 
fousness . .. drunkenness, revel- 
and such like,” are said not 
to inherit the kingdom of God 
(Gal. 5:19-21), 

“Who slew all these” poor slaves 
chained to the chariot wheel of 
lust? Look at the hard, heavily- 
painted faces; the skimpy, slinky, 
wevealing dresses; the drunken, 
sensual swaying of warm bodies, 


-fheek to cheek (and bosom to 
som); hear the hoarse, profane, 
fiollow laughter (“as the crack- 


‘fine of thorns under a pot”—Ec- 


cles. 7:6) coming up out of the 
-lighted, smoke-filled, booze- 
where 
the music is beastly and boister- 
*nsual, sexy and suggestive, 
and the question, “Should a Chris- 


‘ian dance?” should freeze on your 
“lips and send you weeping to your 
i knees 


to pray for these souls, 
damned, deluded, deceived, broken 
and blasted on the Path of the 
! “Who slew all these?” 
—Worldliness! 

My blood runs cold when I hear 


+ Parents (ofttimes Christian people) 


spealt: of their children attending 
the high school prom as if it were 


+ but to attend a Sunday School 
; Picnic on a sunny afternoon! I sat 
.Oree with a group of converted 
»*husinessmen as they pled with 
.&@ high school principal and other 


authorities, attempting to have 


3; provided a decent social evening 
»foe their.children who did not 
#@ance, and thus have-a banquet 
‘On the same night the worldlings 
. wore reveling at their dance. One’ 
. efter 
‘tell how 
efirst liquor at the annual prom. 
.Some said that they also met raw 
# 6CX.af, 


another I heard those men 
they had tasted their 


(or as a result) of, the 
prom. The Devil “hath blinded the 
4aminds” of. parents today to the 
yawning pitfall of lust which is 
the modern dance! Of course, 
many godless parents just do not 


‘Gare! 


You can go to Hell as quickly 


4#rom the country.club as you can 
> - -from “the low-dive “juke: joint’! 
- »¥ou .can.go.to.Hell from-the-boule= 
.vard as quickly as you can from 
» the,backwoods! As Spurgeon used 
\ to gay, “Sin in satin is as great.a 


rebel as sin in rags!’’ God contin- 
ues to let his alarm clock of judg- 


‘ment go off to warn people that 


the lustful dance is under 
wrath of God—for. instance the 
horrible Coconut Grove Night Club 
fire in Boston a few years ago 
when 500 revelers were burned to 
death. The place was suddenly 
transformed from gaity to gore, 
from gladness to groaning, from 
sinning to screaming, from hoop- 
ing-it-up to horror, and from 
drinking to death—horrible, sear- 
ing, smoking, screaming, scorching 
death,—yet only a foretaste of the 
awful firé of judgment ahead for 
every sinner who lets the lure of 
worldliness keep him from Jesus! 

Sooner or later the Philistines 
always come to “strip the slain” 
(I Sam. 31:8) victims of lust and 


debauchery, after the ball is over!: 


Twin sister to the lust for pas- 
sion is the lust for drink! 

God thunders, “Wine is a mock- 
er, strong drink is raging, and 


whosoever is deceived thereby is. 


not wise” (Prov. 20:1). 

How are the mighty _ fallen 
through strong drink! Look at the 
poor, disheveled, dirty, crummy, 
blear-eyed, drunken wretches stag- 
gering in and out of the saloons 
and beer taverns. “Who slew all 
these?” Strong drink!—(a product 
of worldliness)! 

“Elah began to reign over Israel 

. and Zimri. . conspired 
against him, as he was in: Tirzah, 
drinking himself drunk ... and 
went in and smote him, and killed 
him...” (I Kings 16:8-10). 


Benhadad drank himself drunk 
in the pavilions (I Kings 20:16) 
and Benhadad’s army went finally 
to defeat and destruction, and he 
too, later, to a horrible death! 


Two teen-age boys left the 
theatre on Sunday evening just 
before dark, their thirst aroused 
by the drinking in the movie, They 
got a few beers, got into the car 
belonging to the daddy of one of 
the boys and sped down the busy 
thoroughfare, in the city where I 
lived. A long line of traffic was 
waiting for a traffic light, They 
passed on the wrong side, timing 
themselves to reach the street just 
as the light changed! In the semi- 
darkness they had forgotten to 
turn on their headlights, they fail- 
ed to see the little baby girl who 
had stepped down off the curb, 
there was an awful “splat” as the 
car struck the child! Blocks away 
the police caught up with the 
boys. They found the dented fen- 
der, the broken headlight, with 
the strands of Blonde hair and the 
smear of red! The baby was dead 
and the boys stood white and 
shaking by the car as the police 
photographer took their picture, 
and they were charged with man- 
Slaughter! 


Where I worked before I began 
preaching a young man left his 
bottle of whisky (unknown to me) 
in my locker until he got off at 
midnight. It was New Years’ eve, 
he and another fellow picked up 
their girls, they danced, they 
drank, they celebrated the new 
year. At daybreak the car was 
found 150 feet off of the highway 
where they failed to make a curve 
on the way to the beach. The car 
had clipped off several small trees 
and a telephone pole. At the pole 
the door was wrenched off, my 
friend was thrown out of the car 
upside down, the back bumper 
caught his head and severed his 
head from his body. The speedo- 
meter was jammed at 85 MPH. 
It was a sad funeral, 


An emergency call sent me 
hurrying one Sunday to a home 
where a drinking husband and 
father had just blown his brains 
out in his living room. Wife and 
daughter were crying. They had 
tried to stop him. They had hid- 
den the gun. But drink had driven 
him to suicide and his blood and 
brains covered the walls and 
screen and furniture! 


Staggering from the dance floor 
a teen-age boy crawled into @ 
high-powered Olds, pushed the ac- 
celerator to the floorboard and 
headed for town from the beach 
night-spot. At a tremendous speed 


he and his beer-soaked companion 
failed to note the open drawbridge 


and the army truck waiting on 
the bridge ahead. With a horrible 
crash the truck was knocked into 
the air, tottered on the rail before 
falling back onto the bridge. The 


automobile was demolished. One of 
my. deacons. who was soon on the 


scene said they tried to scoop up 
that boys brains and hold his 


head in place till the ambulance 
got there. It was too late! 


“Who slew all these?”—World- 
the, liness! 


God warns, “They have erred 
through strong drink... they are 
out of the way through strong 
drink;. they err in vision, they 
stumble in judgment. For all 
tables are full of vomit and filthi- 
ness, so that there is no place 
clean” (Isa. 28:7-9), 


FILTHY TALK, LOOSE LIV- 
ING, PETTING, ADULTERY, all 
are a part of this world’s Sin- 
orama! See Samson, powerless, 
broken, humiliated—his eyes goug- 
ed from their sockets, a toy in 
the hands of the brutal Philistines! 
Or David, having played the fool 
with the wife of Uriah the Hittite, 
reaping what he had sown as he 
witnessed judgment fall on one 


after another of his family! Or 


even wise King Solomon, unwise 
enough to have “loved many 
strange women” (I Kings 11:1), 
after which he wrote, “. . . the 
lips of a strange woman drop as 
an honeycomb, and her mouth is 
smoother than oil: But her end is 
bitter as wormwood, sharp as a 
twoedged sword. Her feet go-down 
to death; her steps take hold on 
hell” (Prov. 5:3-5). “She hath 
cast down many wounded: yea, 
many strong men have been slain 
by her. Her house is the way to 
hell, going down to the chambers 
of death” (Prov. 7:26, 27). 

It is written, “His bones are full 
of the sin of his youth, which shall 
lie down with him in the dust” 
(Job 20:11). 

For a Christian to make any 
“provision for the flesh” or to 
trifle with lust or flirt with sin 
is expressly forbidden in the Bible! 
“Be ye separate’! “Touch not the 
unclean thing’! “Blessed are the 
pure in heart’! “Flee also youth- 
ful lusts’! Only “fools make a 
mock at sin’! (II Cor. 6:17; Matt. 
3:8: IL. Tim.’ 2:22: :: Prov; 14:9): 
“Denying ungodliness and worldly 
lusts’ we are commanded to “live 
soberly, righteously, and godly in 
this present world” (Titus 2:12). 


Worldly Possessions 


Many who never drink, smoke, 
dance or gamble are nevertheless 
worldly—for they are taken up 
with the “things” of this world. 
Absorbed in fashions, furniture, 
fads and finery, they forget that 
“the fashion of this world passeth 
away” (I Cor. 7:31). 

“Who slew all these” fat, com- 
fortable, sleek, luxury-loving 
church members? Worldliness!— 
the craze of worldly possession! 
“The prosperity of fools shall de- 
stroy them” (Prov. 1:32). 


“If riches increase, set not your 
heart upon them” (Ps. 62:10). For 
“they that will be rich fall into 
temptation and a snare and into 
many foolish and hurtful lusts, 
which drown men in destruction 
and perdition” (I Tim. 6:9). 

Prosperity has slain many a man 
and ruined many a home! It be- 
comes increasingly hard to “. . 
remember the Lord thy God: for it 
is he that giveth thee power to 
get wealth” (Deut, 8:18). 


We read that “Jeshurun waxed 
fat, and kicked. ,. then he forsook 
God which made him, and lightly 
esteemed the Rock of his salva- 
tion” (Deut. 32:15). 

“I saw... I coveted... I took” 
was the brief history of the down- 
fall of Achan (Joshua 7:21). Since 
men of the world have their por- 
tion in this life (Ps. 17:14), Jesus 
reminded mankind that “it is 
easier for a camel to go through 
the eye of a needle, than for a 
rich man to enter the kingdom of 
God” (Matt. 19:24). 


Many a man “hath swallowed 
down riches, and he shall vomit 
them up again” (Job 20:15). 
“Their houses are safe from fear, 
neither is the rod of God upon 
them” (Job 21:9). “They send forth 
their little ones like a flock and 
their children dance. They take 
the timbrel and the harp and 
rejoice at the sound of the organ. 
They sperid their days in wealth, 
and in a moment go down to the 
grave. Therefore they say unto 
God, Depart from us; for we de- 
sire not the knowledge of thy 
ways . .. How oft is the candle 
of the wicked put out! and how 
oft cometh their destruction upon 
them! God distributeth sorrows in 
his anger” (Job 21:11-14, 17). 


How utterly foolish for men to 


live for money and worldly pos- 
session when life here is but a 
vapor that appeareth for a little 


time and then vanisheth away 


' (James 4:14), and “when he dieth 


he shall carry nothing away: his 
glory shall not descend after him 
(Ps. 49:17). 

So Jesus said “Lay up for your- 
selves treasure in heaven, where 
neither moth nor rust doth cor- 
rupt, and where thieves do not 
break through nor steal’ (Matt. 
6:20). 

A wealthy Texas rancher and 
oil man plunges his private plane 
into the earth screaming, “I just 
can’t face life any more” on his 
radio-phone as he races to his 
death! The president of the First 
National Bank in one of America’s 
greatest cities recently committed 
suicide. A prominent executive 


plunged to his death from the top 


of a New York skyscraper. A rich 
man, standing in the plush luxury 
of his expensive suite, wept as he 
told his pastor that he’d gladly 
give it all to have his boy sober 
again and living a Christian life! 
“Who. slew all these?”—Worldli- 
ness! 

The poet was right when he 
said: 


Earth gets its price for what earth 
gives us, 

The beggar is taxed for a corner 
to die in,— 

The priest has his fee who comes 
and shrives us, 

We bargain for the graves we lie 
in, 

At the devil’s booth are all things 
sold; 

Each ounce of dross costs its 
ounce of gold, 

For a cap and bells our lives we 
Pay ,— 

Bubbles we buy with 
soul’s tasking; 
Tis only Heaven 

away ,— 
"Tis God alone may be had for the 
asking! —Lowell 


Worldly Applause 


Many Christians apparently 
would rather have a feather in 
their cap than a star in their 
crown! 

Baalam could not resist the 
words of Balak, “I will promote 
thee unto very great honour” 
(Num. 22:17), so he compromised 
(like many a preacher today) and 
lost everything! 

Saul wanted the applause of 
this world, hence could not stand 
to hear “Saul hath slain his thou- 
sands, and David his ten thou- 
sands” (I Sam, 18:7). Saul, in 
disgrace and defeat, finally ended 
up a suicide! 

The name of Uzziah the King 
“spread far abroad; for he was 
marvellously helped, till he was 
strong. But when he was strong 
his heart was lifted up to his 
destruction” (II Chron. 26:15, 16). 


Jesus spoke of those in His day 
(like many today) “who loved the 
praise of men more than the praise 
of God” (John 12:43). 

This is why many a minister 
today has a mouth that “speaketh 
great swelling words, having men’s 


a whole 


that’s given 


.| persons in admiration because of 


advantage” (Jude 16). 
“Who slew all these?”—Worldli- 
ness! 


Worldly Companions 

“A companion of fools shall be 
destroyed” (Prov. 13:20). 

When Israel went up out of 
Egypt we read that “the mixed 
multitude that was among them 
fell a lusting . ...” (Num. 11:4), 
and again, “... they buried the 
people that lusted” (vs. 34). 


Oh, the mixed multitude today! 
Backslidden Ephraim mixed him- 
self among the people (Hosea 7:8). 
Many professing Christians today 
are good mixers. But what God is 
looking for is good separators! 
“Come out from among them and 
be ye separated”. (II Cor. 6:17). 


Lot pitched his tent toward 
Sodom and was finally ruined. 
Like many a man today with a 
“good Lord, good devil’ philos- 
ophy who follows worldly compan- 
ions into worldly churches, lodges 
and clubs; and attempts to climb 
worldly social ladders until finally 
we find his tombstone—out where 
they “‘buried the ‘People that lust- 

eq’! 

For God still commands, “Be not 
unequally yoked together with un- 
believers”! 

Good King Jehosophat’s trouble 
began when he “joined .affinity 
with Ahab” (II Chron. 18:1). 

Samson's tragic ruin started 


when he married an unbeliever. 


(Judges 14:2). 


(I John 5:4). 


A sixteen-year-old girl came to 


the prayer room one night in a 


revival, She sobbed out. her story : 
of the dance at high school, the 


petting party afterward, the ruin, © 
the remorse, the months away in a 
Salvation army home. Now her 
parents had the baby and she was | 
back in high school, but the old 
gang picked on her, poked fun at 
her, called her “mother.” She said 
she could bear it no longer. And 
then she said, ‘Preacher, I didn’t 
mean’ to—they told me no one 
would ever know, they led me into 
trouble before I knew it!” The 
companion of fools. shall be 
destroyed! 

“Who slew all these?”—World- 
liness! 

A young person once said, “I'd 
give the world for a testimony 
like that great Christian has!” 
And the reply was made, “Well, 
that’s exactly what it cost him!” 


In One Way or Another, 
Worldliness Slays! 


‘Remember Lot’s wife!”—petri- 


fied in the atomic dust of Sodom’s- 


destruction, she loved the world 
and could not resist looking. back 
at the sensual city where her 
heart belonged, and where family 
and friends and fortune suffered 
the vengeance of judgment fire! 
“Who slew all these?’”—Worldli- 
ness! 

Hear Jezebel scream as her body 
strikes the pavement! Stand back 
as the chariot of Jehu lacerates 
her body beneath the crushing 
wheels! Watch in,terror as the 
dogs come to devour the flesh and 
lap up the blood of this notorious 
worldling! 

Who is that ghastly form sway- 
ing in the night winds, hanging by 
his neck, trembling in death 
throes, just before his body 
plunges to the rocks below? Judas 
—a lover of the world! 

Hear the tramp, tramp, tramp 
of heavy feet as the Media-Persian 
army marches into the palace of 
Babylon. The drunken feast has 
been interrupted by the amazing 
handwriting on the wall. God has 
pronounced doom on the wicked 
city. The flow of wine ceases, the 
drunken dance stops, the band be- 
comes quiet, “Thou art weighed in 
the balanees and art found want- 
ing’ (Dan. 5:27). And now the 
invading armies rush in to spill 
the blood of the revelers as Baby- 
lonian greatness passes away, and, 
“In that night was Belshazzar, 
the king of the Chaldeans slain” 
(Dan. 5:30). 

“Who slew all these?’”—World- 
liness! 

O Christian, flee worldliness as 
you would flee the devastating 


winds of the tornado or the rag- 


ing torrents of mighty swollen 
flood waters! “Be not deceived, 
God is not mocked, for whatso- 
ever a man soweth, that shall he 
also reap” (Gal. 6:7). So, turn 
from the paths of the destroyer! 
O Sinner, worldliness slays! “If 
any man love the world, the love 
of the Father is not in him” (1 
John 2:15). Remember, the Son 
of God warned, “What shall it 
profit a man if he shall gain the 
whole world, and lose his 
soul?”’ (Mark 8:36). Flee from the 
paths of the destroyer! The Name 
of the Lord is a strong tower! 
His pleasures will satisfy fully 
(Ps, 16:11). “If ye know these 
things, happy are ye if ye do 
them” (John 13:17). Come today 
to Him who said “. . . him ,that 
cometh unto me I will in no wise 
cast out” (John 6:37b). 
“This is the victory that over- 
cometh the world, even our faith” 
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the ads? 


' Are $3 worth $300 to you? 
One mother said, “It’s worth $300 instead 
of $3 if MY: CHUM helps Geraldine grow 
up to. be a better child of God. That’s why 
I like MY CHUM.” 

MY CHUM is a children’s magazine with 
Christ-centered stories, puzzles, games, and 


comics, Monthly. $3 per year. Sample free. — 


MY CHUM, Box SL, Highland, IIl. 
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